Addendum to Child Protection Newsletter

Issue No. 28 Summer Term 2005

Informing Parents/Carers of Referrals to SSD

Further to the Child Protection Newsletter article that was prompted by specific concerns raised by Kent Police, colleagues in Social Services have asked us to clarify in detail the position on consulting with parents and carers prior to making a child protection referral.

Since the implementation of the Human Rights Act, and the subsequent amendments to KCPC Child in Need/Child Protection Procedures in April 2001, the need to consult with parents prior to making a referral is necessary in all cases, apart from those that are most grave and involve family members or carers, being the subject of the allegation.

Section 3.1 of the KCPC procedures states that:

“in most circumstances the agreement of the parents/carers of the child should be sought before a referral is made, providing that this will not place the child at an increased risk of harm.  If a professional has any concern that informing a parent may place a child at risk, or may compromise Police evidence, immediate advice must be sought from either the Social Services or Police.  Should a parent or carer withold their agreement to a referral being made, consideration should be given to the impact this may have on the level of concern for the child’s welfare, and the parent’s or carer’s ability to meet the child’s needs.  Any professional referrer having doubts regarding the need to refer to Social Services, should consult with the Designated Professional with special responsibility for child protection within their own agency”.

If schools are in any doubt about the appropriateness of discussing a referral with parents or carers in such circumstances, they must consult before taking action.
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