THE CHILD PROTECTION NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED BY THE CHILDREN’S SAFEGUARDS SERVICE, IS ISSUED TERMLY TO SCHOOLS FOR THE DESIGNATED CHILD PROTECTION CO-ORDINATOR / HEADTEACHER WITH A COPY FOR THE CHAIR OF GOVERNORS

ISSUE NO. 28 – SUMMER TERM 2005

	INCLUDED IN THIS ISSUE

· Staff changes

· Safeguarding children and staff – Educational visits

· Domestic Violence Legislation

· Allegations against staff outcomes

· Kent Police and Adult Protection

· CRB checks – FAQ sheet available

· Practice issue – informing parents / carers of referrals to SSD

· Training




STAFFING NEWS

We welcome the appointment of Brenda Offord as PA to Elaine Coutts. Brenda joined us on 1st March, is based at Clover House and can  be contacted on 01227 284682. 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN AND STAFF DURING EDUCATIONAL VISITS

The Head of the CSS has been working with the Outdoor Education Unit to consider the safeguarding issues relating to out of school educational visits and trips. Richard Hayden from the Unit has kindly prepared an article for this Newsletter which you will find attached.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE LEGISLATION

The Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Bill received Royal Assent on 15th November 2004. It has been described as the biggest overhaul of domestic violence law in 30 years, heralding tough powers for the police and the courts to protect victims and prosecute abusers.

The plans in the Bill will strengthen the rights of victims and witnesses, ensuring they receive the help, support and protection they need. They build on the Government's ongoing reform of the criminal justice system, re-balancing the process in favour of victims and witnesses.

Measures in the Bill include:

· New police powers to deal with domestic violence 

· Making common assault an arrestable offence.

· Stronger legal protection for victims by extending the use of restraining orders 

· Strengthening the civil law on Domestic Violence so that cohabiting same-sex couples have the same protection as heterosexual couples

The Bill also contains two new measures to close legal loopholes that allow escape of punishment through: 

· parents, co-accused of their child's murder, being unable to be prosecuted by remaining silent, or by blaming each other.

· criminals, who commit many crimes that cannot be dealt with in one trial, will receive full punishment - a particular problem for theft, fraud, child pornography etc. 

The Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Bill is available at http://www.parliament.uk/
OUTCOMES OF INVESTIGATIONS

We reported in the Autumn Term Newsletter that the Children's Safeguards Service is required to produce annual statistics of child protection activity involving education services.  This includes a requirement to provide for the DfES (via the Kent Regional Co-ordinator) anonymised information about all staff allegations. 

To ensure we provide an accurate reflection of allegation activity and investigation processes in Kent, we require information regarding the outcome of each case. Could we ask please that Head Teachers and Designated Persons ensure the final outcomes for all cases are reported to the Children's Officer (Child Protection) as soon as possible after the matter is resolved.
KENT POLICE – SPECIAL INVESTIGATION UNITS (SIU)

As you will know, for many years the responsibility for dealing with issues relating to child protection or vulnerable victims within Kent Police has been held by their Special Investigation Units. The 9 Operational Areas of Kent each have their own SIU.

Following a recent internal Force review the Units have been extended and roles 

more clearly defined. Each Unit now comprises Officers with designated responsibility for Child Protection and Domestic Violence. There are also Officers with responsibility for Public Protection. This includes the registration and monitoring of potentially dangerous sexual or violent offenders. In addition to this each unit now has one or more Officers with designated responsibility for Adult Protection. This involves the investigation of crimes of abuse against Vulnerable Adults.

The Children’s Safeguards Services Team recently met with representatives from Kent Police to consider issues of Adult Protection within Education services. We are exploring ways in which the awareness of issues relating to Adult Protection might be raised. This includes the provision of training for staff who have responsibility for young people over the age of 18 years. We will of course keep you informed of developments. For your information however a Vulnerable Adult is defined as

 “A person aged 18 or over who is or maybe in need of community care services by reason of mental or other disability, age or illness; and who is or may be unable to take care of him or herself, or unable to protect him or herself against significant harm or exploitation”.   (“No Secrets” – DoH 2000)

CRIMINAL RECORDS BUREAU CHECKS

We reported last term that a working group comprising LEA Officers and Headteachers has been set up to review the whole process of CRB checks. The group has continued to meet over this term and information on their work will be shared in the next round of Headteacher Briefings.

In the meantime, however, the Group has produced a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) sheet relating to CRB issues. This can be accessed via the Children’s Safeguards Service page on Clusterweb- www.clusterweb.org.uk. (School Improvement & Inclusion – Pupil Services – Children’s Safeguards). Alternatively, please contact your Area Children’s Officer who will be happy to provide you with a copy.

If you do have any queries relating to CRB checks please contact Karen Watson (Schools Personnel Service) on 01732 525267 or George Kearns on 01732 525262

INFORMING PARENTS/CARERS OF REFERRALS TO SSD

A number of situations have recently been brought to the attention of the CSS where DCPCs have inappropriately informed parents that they are making a referral of child protection concern to SSD. These situations involved direct disclosures of abuse by a child against a member of their immediate family. Although “non abusing” family members were informed of the referrals, their responses resulted in increased risks to the children and police investigations being severely compromised.

Your attention is drawn to Section 3.1 of the KCPC Child in Need / child protection procedure. This states that parental agreement should not be sought if this might “place a child at risk or compromise police evidence”. As a general rule, we would recommend that in circumstances in which a child or young person makes an allegation against a family member or friend, you make the referral without contacting the child’s parents. If you are in any doubt please consult.

TRAINING

We are pleased to report that the high number of requests for places on the DCPC Module1 and 2 courses has continued over the past term. We have arranged additional courses to meet this demand and will have provided almost 400 training places by the end of this academic year. Unfortunately we have still had to operate a waiting list but hope by adding an additional course this term we will have met the demands in full.

The rolling programme of courses for Designated Staff will resume in the autumn term and we are looking to further expand on this including a half-day refresher course for more experienced DCPCs. We are also considering tailoring courses around the needs of different groups i.e. primary, secondary, FE colleges in order to meet specific requests for specialist training. Any comments on this would be welcome.  

Details of the courses offered by the Kent Child Protection Committee from April 2005 until March 2006 are now available on the KCPC web site www.kcpc.org.uk. and we would ask that you look at these as a matter of importance. Concern has been expressed by KCPC about the low take up by schools of places on multi agency training courses. We do appreciate that school staff may not have the flexibility of other professionals due to teaching and other commitments. The value of this type of training however, cannot be underestimated since it provides an opportunity to train alongside colleagues from Health, Social Services, Police and Probation. We are attaching a list of the courses available to staff and you will see the range is wide and varied. We would particularly refer you to the courses relating to Child Protection Case Conferences and Core Groups. 

Finally, we would like to draw your attention to an initiative taking place in East Kent. Plans have been made to offer as a pilot a rolling programme of cluster based child protection training. It is not intended to take the place of whole school child protection training, but aims to meet the training needs of staff who may have missed their school’s training or who may have joined the school since the last session was delivered. The training will be delivered locally and is also open to the Cluster Staff Team. If colleagues in Mid or West Kent would like to consider replicating this for their Cluster please contact Kate Davis or Helen Windiate.

KCPC COURSES

· DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND CONTACT DISPUTES

· SUBSTANCE MISUSE AND PARENTING – Assessing and Engaging

· DRUG AND ALCOHOL AWARENESS TRAINING

· PROTECTING DISABLED CHILDREN

· TRAFFICKING OF CHILDREN

· DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND CHILDREN : exploring multi-agency practice

· DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: Introductory Basic Awareness

· DoH FRAMEWORK FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF CHILDREN & THEIR FAMILIES 

· PARTICPATING IN CHILD PROTECTION CONFERENCES

· OPERATING IN CORE GROUPS AND DEVELOPING EFFECTIVE CHILD PROTECTION PLANS

· PROTECTION AS A NEED IN NEGLECT AND EMOTIONAL ABUSE

· DANGEROUS CARE – The Bridge Alert
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Educational Visits and Offsite Activities
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                                         Do not leave it to chance!

It is good to report that the great majority of our schools and youth centres recognise the immense value of learning outside the classroom and choose to undertake a wide variety of educational visits that include a residential element.  These range from an overnight visit as part of a cultural programme, to foreign language exchanges, expeditions to a third world country, geography field trips and the more traditional ‘week away’ following an adventurous activity programme.

One of the common features that must be considered whenever planning any residential visit is that of child protection. 

As well as ensuring that residential visits have clear educational aims, we must do all that is reasonable and practicable to safeguard everybody who is involved in the visit, pupils/young people, full and part time staff and volunteers.

With around 1000 residential visits taking place each year, all of which must be approved by the Outdoor Education Unit, we know that there is some very good practice taking place, but we also have seen a number of residential visits where it is evident that issues relating to child protection have not been fully considered during the planning stages.  

The Regulations and Guidance for the Safe Practice of Offsite Activities provides clear advice. Staff must refer to this guidance when looking at their safety management of the visit.

By addressing the issues we should see a reduction in the number of residential visits where, for example, there is inappropriate split of male/female staff supervising mixed gender groups, where accommodation arrangements need reconsidering and changing, or where few or no checks have been carried out on homestay/exchange families, simply because it is an arrangement that has been in place for a number of years!

In some cases we have to move up a gear and become more alert to potential issues. It may be a good time to review your policies and procedures to ensure that everything that can be done is being done. The guidance is there to be followed and the Outdoor Education Unit will also help with your planning.

Do not leave it to chance. We will do all that we can to help you get it right. Get it wrong and we could easily see some of the most important and valuable educational experiences that we can provide for thousands of our young people being curtailed.  

If you are thinking of organising an educational visit that includes a residential or adventurous activity, now is the time to speak to your Educational Visit Coordinator who will contact the Outdoor Education Unit to commence the LEA Approval process.

For further information about the LEA Approval system and procedures please speak to your Educational Visit Coordinator/Area Youth and Community Officer in the first instance. If they can not help please do not hesitate to contact the Outdoor Education Unit on 01580 715854 or e- mail outdoor.education@kent.gov.uk
Richard Hayden

Outdoor Education Adviser

March 2005
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