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STAFFING NEWS

We are very pleased to report that Kate Davies; Area Children’s Officer for Mid Kent gave birth to a daughter, Amelie on 9th August. We send Kate and Steve many congratulations and wish Kate a happy Maternity Leave! We are fortunate to have Angie Chapman covering Kate’s absence. Angie may be known to some of you since she has been supporting the CSS by providing training to schools over the past months. Angie is based at Kroner House and can be contacted on 01233 898644.

We are also pleased to welcome a new PA to the Mid Kent Area. Gill Pettit joined us in June and is also available on the above number. An updated contact list for the CSS is attached.
REQUEST FOR NOTIFICATION OF DCPC

As you are aware, the LEA is required by the DfES to maintain a list of designated child protection staff in schools and to update this annually. We would ask therefore that you complete the form within this Newsletter and return it to your Area Children’s Officer as soon as possible and by 21st October at the very latest please.

INTER AGENCY REFERRAL FORM GUIDANCE NOTES

The guidance notes accompanying the Inter Agency Referral form were updated by SSD in December 2004. A copy of this is attached to this Newsletter for your information and can also be found on the Children’s Safeguards Service site on Clusterweb.

SAFE RECRUITMENT UPDATE

Following the Soham murders, Sir Michael Bichard’s Inquiry made a number of recommendations to improve the recruitment and vetting of staff in schools.  Recommendation 17 states that no interview panel to appoint staff working in schools should be convened without at least one member being properly trained in Safeguarding issues.
In response to this the DfES has developed an on-line training package that consists of 5 modules.  This will be administered through the National College of School Leadership and is aimed at Headteachers and School Governors.  It is estimated that the initial audience for such training will be between 50-60,000 and each local authority has been asked to nominate key individuals who can be a point of contact for support and advice.  If you require any further information then please contact Mike O’Connell – Children’s Officer (Training and Development) on: Tel: 01622 696677, Mob: 07740 183807 or Email: michael.o’connell@kent.gov.uk.  Alternatively, schools can contact the Schools Personnel Service, contact Wendy Hawkett, on Tel: 01732 525260 or Email: wendy.hawkett@kent.gov.uk.
NSPCC REVIEW OF THE CHILDREN’S SAFEGUARDS SERVICE

As many schools will be aware the NSPCC have been commissioned to undertake a Review of the work of the Children’s Safeguards Team.  Although the LEA carries out an annual evaluation of the work that we do it was felt that a more objective overview was necessary, particularly in ascertaining the views of schools in relation to the support, guidance and training in Safeguarding issues that we provide.

Many thanks to the school staff and LEA colleagues who have contributed to the Review process.  The NSPCC are currently finalising their report and when this is completed a summary and list of recommendations will be published on the CSS page of Clusterweb.

HOME TUTORS

We are increasingly being asked for advice from schools about parental access to independent Home Tutors.

Any Home Tutor employed by a school or the LEA to provide specialist input will be subject to the standard checks and vetting procedures on appointment.  However, private Tutors commissioned to provide children with home tuition directly by parents do not come under the jurisdiction of schools or the LEA and can therefore not be checked through the same process.

This issue has been discussed with the DfES and is clearly viewed as one of parental responsibility.  DfES advice stipulates “If parents decide to appoint a self-employed tutor, we recommend that they take extra care in taking up references, consider speaking to people who have employed the Tutor in the past and contact the General Teaching Council to confirm whether the Tutor is registered with them.  We also strongly advise parents not to leave the child alone with the Tutor by ensuring that a responsible adult is always present in the home”.

Please do not hesitate to contact your Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection) if school staff or parents raise concerns of this nature for further advice or follow up.

SAFEGUARDING – A SELF-REVIEW TOOL FOR SCHOOLS

The Children’s Safeguards Service, in conjunction with the DfES IRSC Network has developed a Self Review Tool to enable schools to evaluate the ways in which they are meeting their responsibilities for protecting and promoting the welfare of children as required by section 175 of the Education Act 2002 and related guidance.

The Self-Review Tool has been through a consultation process including discussion at the LEA’s Child Protection Steering Group. Colleagues who represent schools on this Group considered the Tool to be helpful and felt it would enable schools to carry out a meaningful self-evaluation.  The result is a draft self review exercise that we hope schools will find user-friendly.  It includes a proposed format for an Annual Report to the Governing Body on Safeguarding Children.

We would like to pilot this in the Autumn Term and want to hear from schools who would be willing to take part.  Practical application and constructive feedback will be crucial to maximise the potential in supporting schools in this key area of outcomes for children, which will be inspected far more robustly by Ofsted in the future.  

The draft Self-Review Tool will be available on the Children’s Safeguards page on Clusterweb at http://www.clusterweb.org.uk/cwpages/school/safeguards.cfm

If your school would like to be involved in the pilot, then please contact Kel Arthur (Head of Children’s Safeguards Service) on 01622 605721 or speak to your local Children’s Officer (Child Protection) based in the Area Office.

TRAINING

The following provides details of the training schedule for Designated Child Protection Co-ordinators for this academic year. We have set dates for the whole of the year and hope that this assists you in ensuring Designated Staff attend training where appropriate. Please note that there is no charge for training for LEA maintained schools. Details of how to apply for courses are given at the end of the article.

Designated Child Protection Co-ordinator Training 

The two modular training for Designated Child Protection Co-ordinators (DCPCs) in schools will again be available this year.

We are offering ten Module 1 training courses over the academic year providing 300 places across the County. This is the course aimed at staff who are either new to the role or who have not attended training in the last three years. The full day session covers the role and responsibilities of schools and designated staff and offers an introduction to Kent’s Child in Need / Child Protection procedure. You are reminded that this basic training is a requirement highlighted in the DfES guidance “Safeguarding Children in Education” (2004).  A certificate of attendance is given.

The high number of training places being made available reflects our awareness that many schools have decided to have a second person trained in the role of DCPC. This is felt to be helpful both in providing support and enabling cover to be provided in the event of the DCPC being absent. 

We are again this year endeavouring to make the training easily accessible for staff in schools in all areas and have specifically booked some new venues to achieve this. We are expecting demand for these courses to be high and recommend early booking to secure a place at your preferred venue. 

Three Module 2 courses are available this year, one in each area. This full day course is for experienced DCPCs and specifically considers the KCPC Child in Need / Child Protection Procedure. In response to feedback received from participants of previous courses, the format will be slightly changed this year but we are working hard to ensure the training is delivered with colleagues from Social Services and the Police. 

Refresher/Safeguarding day

In line with the requirement of “Safeguarding Children in Education” to provide refresher training for DCPCs in schools, we are planning to run a Safeguarding Day at the University of Greenwich in West Malling on Tuesday 17th January 2006. Head Teachers who are not their school’s DCPC are also invited to attend. The purpose of the day is to update staff on new developments including the legislation and guidance introduced over the last 2 years.

Sue Herbert the DfES Investigation and Referral Support Co-ordinator (IRSC) for Kent Surrey and Medway will lead the first part of the day. Sue will provide a national and regional perspective on new developments in child protection policy and practice. The second part of the day is planned to be workshop based. We are hoping to provide a range of topics for these workshops including “Working with parents”, “Safer Recruitment”, “Induction and supervision”, “2003 sexual Offences Act”, “Internet and New Technology” and   “Confidentiality, Information Sharing and record keeping”. It is anticipated that workshops will be led by a range of practitioners including colleagues from different Agencies, for example the Police and Personnel.

If you are interested in attending this day we would ask that you contact us by 21st October 2005 at the latest.

“Training the Trainers”

We have had many requests to provide a “Training the Trainers” course for DCPCs. The purpose of this would be to help Designated staff gain confidence in providing child protection training in their school or Cluster and ensuring new staff, both teaching and non teaching receive appropriate induction. As you are aware, this is one of the key responsibilities of a DCPC. 

We are planning to run a Countywide pilot half-day course on Tuesday 22nd November 2005 and will initially be offering 2 places per Cluster. We will be writing to the LEO’s and Cluster Heads inviting nominations for attendance at this course. However if you are interested and would like to register your interest with the CSS please contact your Area Children’s Officer in order for us to determine the level of demand.

Child Protection and Children with Disabilities

We are intending holding a special training event relating to this issue. The target audience is staff working with children with disabilities, particularly those from our Special schools. An external trainer with specialist knowledge of Child Protection and Children with Disabilities will lead the day.

The proposed date and venue for this training is Wednesday 26th April 2006 at Oakwood House in Maidstone. Further details will be included in the next Newsletter but we would ask you to please put this date in your diary now if you would like to attend.

Allegations against Staff Training

As some of you may know, the CSS has been involved in the provision of training for Headteachers and Governors in the Allegations against Staff Procedure for the past two years. This has been done in partnership with the Schools Personnel Service and the Governor Support Training Unit via evening seminar sessions.

It is planned for these sessions to continue and they will as usual be publicised via the Governor Support Unit. There have however been many requests to provide day time training for Headteachers and DCPCs and it is therefore planned that up to 6 half-day courses will be provided between January and July 2006 across the County. Further details will appear in the next Newsletter.

CHILD PROTECTION TRAINING FOR DESIGNATED CHILD PROTECTION CO-ORDINATORS

MODULE 1 COURSES

Date
Area
Time
Venue



Monday 17 October 2005
East


9.30am – 4.30pm
Clover House



Tuesday 1 November 2005
Mid
9.30am– 4.30pm
The Grand Hotel, Folkestone



Wednesday 9 November 2005
West
9.30am– 4.30pm
University of Greenwich, 

Kings Hill

Tuesday 15 November 2005
Mid
9.30am – 4.30pm
The Friars, Aylesford



Thursday 24 November 2005
West
9.30am – 4.30pm
Colyer Hall



Wednesday 30 November 2005
East
9.30am – 4.30pm
Christ Church College– Thanet Campus, Broadstairs



Thursday 9 February 2006
West
9.30am – 4.30pm
The Spa Hotel, Tunbridge Wells



Thursday 16 March 2006
Mid
9.30am – 4.30pm
Ashford Business Point



Wednesday 10 May 2006
All
9.30am – 4.30pm
Oakwood House,

Maidstone



Tuesday 13 June 2006
East
9.30am – 4.30pm
Clover House



MODULE 2 COURSES

Date
Area
Time
Venue

Wednesday 25 January 2006
Mid
9.30am – 4.30pm
Oakwood House, Maidstone



Wednesday 8 March 2006


East
9.30am – 4.30pm
Clover House



Tuesday 21 March 2006
West
9.30 am– 4.30pm
Colyer Hall



REFRESHER TRAINING / SAFEGUARDING DAY

Date
Area
Time
Venue

Tuesday 17th January 2006
All
9.30am – 4.30pm
University of Greenwich

West Malling



TRAINING THE TRAINERS

Date
Area
Time
Venue

Tuesday 22nd November 2005
All
9.30am – 1.00pm
To be confirmed

(Central location)



CHILD PROTECTION AND CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

Date
Area
Time
Venue

Wednesday 26th April 2006
All
9.30am – 4.30pm
Oakwood House Maidstone



If you would like to reserve a place on one of the above training courses please contact

Celia Swain

PA to Mike O’Connell (Children’s Officer –Training & Development)

Telephone Number 01622 696677
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NOTIFICATION TO LEA OF NAME OF DESIGNATED PERSON FOR CHILD PROTECTION FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2005/2006

SCHOOL:…………………………………………………………………

CLUSTER:………………………………………………………………..

NAME AND POSITION OF DESIGNATED PERSON FOR CHILD PROTECTION 

……………………………………………………………………………….

NAME OF NOMINATED GOVERNOR FOR CHILD PROTECTION

………………………………………………………………………………..

Please return this form to your Area based Children’s Officer (Child Protection) by 21st October 2005

East Kent – Elaine Coutts, East Kent Area Education Office, Clover House, Whitstable

Mid Kent – Angie Chapman, Mid Kent Area Education Office, Kroner House, Ashford

West Kent – Helen Windiate, West Kent Area Education Office, Kings Hill, West Malling
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