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THE CHILD PROTECTION NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED BY THE CHILDREN’S SAFEGUARDS SERVICE, IS ISSUED THREE TIMES EACH ACADEMIC YEAR TO SCHOOLS FOR THE DESIGNATED CHILD PROTECTION CO-ORDINATOR / HEADTEACHER WITH A COPY FOR THE CHAIR OF GOVERNORS

ISSUE NO. 32 – SEPTEMBER 2006

INCLUDED IN THIS ISSUE

· Staffing news

· School’s Drug Education Advisors – training issues

· Children missing Education

· Update on Bichard Recommendations

· DCPC Support Networks – views please

· Outdoor Educational trips

· Early Years update

· Notification of Safeguarding arrangements in schools

· Training 

· Contact List – Children’s Safeguards Unit



STAFFING NEWS

We are sorry to be saying goodbye to Angela Chapman who for the past year has been covering the post of Area Children’s Officer in Mid Kent while Kate Davies has been on maternity leave. Angie left us in August to move to Jersey with her family. We would like to thank her for all her hard work for the CSS and wish her the very best of luck in her new venture. We are pleased to say however that Kate Davies has now returned to her post. Kate’s PA support will be provided by Gill Taylor following Gill Pettitt’s move to another role. 

We also welcome the appointment of Kay Ashman. Kay will be providing PA support to Claire Ray, our Children’s Officer for Early Years.  

An updated contact sheet for the Service is attached to this Newsletter.

SCHOOL’S DRUGS EDUCATION ADVISORS

As you are aware, the Schools Drugs Education Advisors (SDEAs) offer a free service to schools to support them in dealing with any issues relating to drugs. This includes the provision of training to staff. 

The SDEAs recently conducted an evaluation of their “Continuing Professional Development” Modular training for school staff. The training modules are aimed at key staff in schools and were developed to provide a consistent, measurable and quantifiable method of progressive training for school staff in line with the five outcomes of the Every Child Matters agenda and the KCC “Towards 2010” targets. The outcomes of the evaluation confirm that the training has a significant impact on schools both in respect of practice and policy. The findings clearly show how the training can benefit pupils and provide support for staff members in dealing with drug issues.

Dates for the Modular training over 2006 / 2007 are given at the end of this Newsletter and the CSS highly recommend this training. A new 90 minute programme for school based training has also been devised. The SDEAs will tailor this to suit your school’s needs and provide this over a twilight session. Numbers of requests for this free service have been high so you will need to book early to avoid disappointment.  For more information contact Tracey Bates on 01732 225021 or tracey.bates@kent.gov.uk. 

Additional information, along with KCC exemplar policies and other useful drug, alcohol, tobacco, volatile substances and medicines information, is available at www.clusterweb.org.uk?drugs
CHILDREN MISSING EDUCATION

As you may know, the issue of children out of school was highlighted in the Victoria Climbie Inquiry report. Lord Laming recommended that Local Authorities ensure arrangements are in place for information to be shared in cases where children are not attending school. This was also one of the targets of the DfES strategic framework document in 2002 and Good Practice guidelines were issued in 2004. Kent contributed to this document. The most recent guidance from the DfES in this area is the Education and Inspections Bill 2006. Clause 4 of this Bill places a new Duty on local authorities to make arrangements to identify children of compulsory school age missing education in their area. 

In Kent the Head of the Attendance and Behaviour Service has responsibility for receiving details of children without a school place and Officers from this Service will then broker any support necessary. We are attaching the most recent notification form for your information and use where necessary. We would ask that all staff are made aware of this issue and particularly your administration staff. 

UPDATE ON BICHARD RECOMMENDATIONS 

· Safer Recruitment – there has been a very low uptake of Head-teachers and / or representative school Governors accessing the on-line training programme provided by the National College of School Leadership.  It is an expectation that when recruiting staff school interview panels will include one individual who has undertaken this training.  Any school experiencing difficulty in accessing this training should contact Mike O'Connell, Children’s Officer (Training and Development) on 01622 696677 or Wendy Hawkett, Schools Personnel Service on 01732 525260 

· CRB Checks – Regulations came into force last term that now make CRB checks on staff appointed to work with children in schools mandatory.  Schools need to be aware that future Ofsted inspections will focus specifically on staff “vetting” and schools are advised to maintain a spreadsheet that can provide evidence of when staff were CRB checked and qualifications verified.  Schools also need to be aware that it is now possible for CRB disclosure applications to be completed on-line, which can streamline the process significantly.  Schools Personnel Service colleagues are happy to provide training to schools wishing to access this facility, and further details can be provided by George Kearns, CRB Systems Manager on 01732 525262 

· Vetting & Barring – The Vulnerable Groups Bill currently before Parliament considers the need to pull together the current barring schemes that exist, namely List 99, Protection of Children Act (POCA) and the Protection of Vulnerable Adults (POVA).  In addition a consultation document has also been published on ‘Safer Recruitment and Vetting in the Education Service’.  The Children’s Services Network have produced a discussion paper that can be accessed via a link through Clusterweb www.clusterweb.org.uk – Children’s Services – Children’s Safeguards Service – Policy and Guidance.  Consultation responses can be made online at http://www.csn.info/briefing-detail.jsp?&id=1136&md=0&section=briefing 

You also need to know that the 2006 version of ‘Working Together: A Guide to Inter-Agency Working to Safeguard and Promote the Welfare of Children’ has been published.  The new edition is currently being disseminated and built into future training materials and events.  Unlike previous editions this 2006 publication is being made available to schools by the DfES and this reinforces the responsibilities and duties placed on schools to have rigorous recruitment procedures in place.

PROFESSIONAL NETWORK MEETINGS FOR DCPCS

We would like to know the views of all DCPC’S both new and experienced, regarding the possibility of setting up Professional Network Meetings for DCPC’S. The groups would aim to share experience, good practice and concerns as well as identifying and addressing training issues and providing a support network. These could take place each term, on a Cluster basis but we are open to suggestions.

Have there been times when you would like to reflect on your practice with someone who understands the role and can share some of the anxiety that can be associated with Child Protection issues? What additional support would have helped you as a new DCPC? Would you like to know how other schools manage specific concerns? There may be emerging themes within each Cluster.

At this stage we would like to gauge the level of interest with a view to running a pilot Group. If the idea of a Professional Network appeals to you please contact your Area Children’s Officer.

OUT OF SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL VISITS

The CSS were contacted by Staff of a number of schools in Terms 5 and 6 regarding their failure to gain approval of their arrangements for Residential trips from the LA Outdoor Education Unit. This most frequently related to the issue of staffing ratios and gender. You are reminded that current KCC guidance states that the gender of supervisory staff must reflect the gender of the young people participating in the visit for all residential visits. The Outdoor Education Unit’s page on Clusterweb (www.clusterweb.org.uk/policy/offsite.cfm) provides all the information you need regarding the LA Approval process. We strongly advise you to ensure your Educational Visits Co-ordinator accesses this at the earliest possible stage of planning a residential visit and before any bookings are made to ensure that your arrangements comply with Best Practice guidelines.

NOTIFICATION OF SAFEGUARDING ARRANGEMENTS IN SCHOOLS

As you will know, the LA is required by the DfES to maintain a list of Designated Child Protection Staff in schools and monitor the training undertaken by DCPCs and whole staff groups. We would ask you therefore to complete the attached form and return this to us as soon as possible. This year, in addition to maintaining this information on our Database, we will be working with our Local Education Officer colleagues to enable us to identify training needs on a Cluster and Area basis. 

EARLY YEARS TRAINING UPDATE

There are a number of Cluster based Early Years staff who visit Early Years Settings on a regular basis across Kent.   In addition, some staff also visit pre-school children in their homes to offer support and guidance in a particular area.   All of these staff come in regular contact with children and their families and need a basic awareness of child protection issues.

There will be one course available in each area specifically aimed at Early Years Staff which will cover a range of topics, including categories and signs and symptoms of abuse, legislation and guidance relevant to safeguarding and Child Protection Procedures. 

This course is open to all Early Years visiting staff, including Early Years SENCos, Pre school SEN teachers, Physical Sensory staff who work with pre school children and Portage.

There will also be a second bespoke training course for the Early Years SENCos, which will explore their role in relation to offering support, guidance and advice on Child Protection matters to the settings within their clusters. Dates of both these courses are attached.
The Children’s Safeguards Service aims to provide enough spaces over the next academic year for all designated staff to receive a basic awareness of child protection issues. Dates for these courses will follow shortly.

A Modular training package with an early years focus is also being developed for designated staff.  This will build on the basic training and will explore specific child protection responsibilities for settings as identified in the National Standards as inspected by Ofsted. 

TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR 2006 / 2007

The training programme for the next year is attached. In addition to the usual Designated Child Protection Co-ordinators Module 1 and 2 courses, the Children’s Safeguards Service will be providing two Refresher Safeguarding days and some additional courses aimed at staff with pastoral responsibilities in schools. As always we are happy to respond to requests for training from schools or clusters and to provide specialist courses on a bespoke basis.

Please note that there is no charge for this training for Local Authority schools.

DCPC Module 1

There will be several courses for staff new to the DCPC role.  In line with the DfES Sfaeguarding Children guidelines the DCPC must be a member of the school leadership team.  The DCPC should therefore be an experienced senior member of staff who has knowledge/awareness of child protection.

DCPC Module 1 covers the role of the DCPC within the school including raising awareness amongst staff, training and induction of staff and volunteers and assessing and making referrals for Children in Need and Children in Need of Protection.

DCPC Module 2

This course aims to build on the learning from Module1. The whole day course covers the child protection process from referral and assessment to strategy discussions, Child Protection Conferences and Core Groups. Colleagues from the Police and Children’s Social Services joined us for this training last year and we hope to continue this in the next school year. We also hope to be joined by colleagues who are the Independent Chairpersons for Child Protection Case Conferences.

Course applicants will be expected to have completed DCPC Module 1.

Refresher Safeguarding Training

Following the success of the last Refresher Safeguarding day which was held at the University of Greenwich, Kings Hill, we will be arranging two Refresher days in 2007.  These days will be for experienced DCPC’s who need to update their training in line with the DfES policy of updating every 2 years.

The format will be as last year with a general update followed by specialist workshops.  Last year’s workshops included:

· Recording in child protection

· Internet safety

· Working with Social Services

· Working with Health Services

· Managing staff allegations

· Working with parents

It is anticipated that a similar range of workshops will be offered this time.  If  you have a specific issue or area of interest we would be happy to respond where at all possible (suggestions might include self-harm or managing sexualised behaviour).

Child Protection for Pastoral Care Staff 
We are aware that over the last few years schools have increasingly begun to employ  ‘para professionals’ with specific responsibility for providing pastoral care for pupils. Given the nature of their role it is likely they will, in the course of their work, identify potential concerns for pupils. These workers have a range of titles such as Learning Mentors, Student Support Officers and Family Workers.  In some cases they are part of the Leadership Team and are the Designated Child Protection Co-ordinator for the school. For these colleagues, attendance at the training for Designated Staff is essential. In other cases however, pastoral care staff report directly to the Headteacher and / or DCPC and we are aware that their training needs might be different.

In order to support them in their role the Children’s Safeguards Service will be piloting a new course titled ‘Child Protection for Pastoral Care Staff’.  Initially there will be one course in each area.
For further information and advice for Pastoral Care Staff please visit the link below.
www.clusterweb.org.uk/Children/therapeutic_service.cfm
Dealing with Allegations Against Staff

This course is organised in conjunction with the Schools Personnel Service and Governor Training.  Due to poor attendance at evening sessions it has been decided to offer these as twilight sessions i.e. 4pm to 6pm with a target group of Headteachers, Governors and DCPC’s.  Dates will be publicised in the Governor Training information.

On-Line Training Package

The Kent Safeguarding Children Board (formerly Kent Child Protection Committee) Training sub group have prepared an on-line training package.  The Package is aimed at all staff who work with children in the main agencies, Education, Health, SSD, Police as well as other agencies affiliated to KSCB e.g. Probation . 

For further information please check the KSCB website: kscb@kent.gov.uk

Child Protection and the Internet/New Technology

Internet safety and related issues such as mobile phone and cyber bullying are areas of increasing concern. The Children’s Safeguards Service has been working with colleagues in schools and with IT specialists to update the Schools Internet Policy.  Training on internet safety is available on a bespoke basis to schools/clusters.
CHILD PROTECTION TRAINING 

2006 – 2007

DCPC MODULE 1 COURSES

Date
Time
Venue



Wednesday 1 November  2006
9.30-4.30
Riverside Family Learning Centre, Gravesend

Tuesday 7 November 2006
9.30-4.30
The Ark, Dover 

Tuesday 21 November 2006
9.30-4.30
The Friars, Aylesford

Thursday 18 January 2007
9.30-4.30
University of Greenwich, 

Kings Hill

Wednesday 24 January 2007
9.30-4.30
Oakwood House, Maidstone

Tuesday 6 February 2007
9.30-4.30
Swallows Leisure Centre, Sittingbourne

Wednesday 13 June 2007
9.30-4.30
The Friars, Aylesford

DCPC MODULE 2 COURSES

Date
Time
Venue

Wednesday 7 March 2007
9.30-4.30
Marine Hotel, Tankerton

Wednesday 28 March 2007
9.30-4.30
The Friars, Aylesford

Tuesday 24 April 2007
9.30-4.30
The Olympia Suite Swanley 

Tuesday 19 June 2007
9.30-4.30
The Friars, Aylesford

REFRESHER SAFEGUARDING TRAINING

Date
Time
Venue

Wednesday 21 March 2007
9.30-4.30
The Friars, Aylesford



Thursday 17 May 2007
9.30-4.30
The Friars, Aylesford

PARA PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

Date
Time
Venue

Friday 13 October 2006
9.30-3.30
Colyer Hall, Gravesend

Thursday 11 January 2007
9.30-3.30
Aylesham Family Learning Centre

Tuesday 27 February 2007
9.30-3.30
Ashford Business Point

EARLY YEARS 

CHILD PROTECTION TRAINING

2006 – 2007

Date
Time
Venue

Tuesday 14 November 2006
9.30 – 4.00
Colyer Hall, Gravesend



Wednesday 29 November 2006
9.30 – 4.00 
The Friars, Aylesford



Friday 1 December 2006
9.30 – 4.00
Marine Hotel, Tankerton



EARLY YEARS SENCO CHILD PROTECTION TRAINING

Date
Time
Venue

Wednesday 21 February 2007
9.30 – 4.00
Ashford Family Learning Centre



DRUGS EDUCATION MODULAR TRAINING 2006 / 2007 RUN BY THE DRUG EDUCATION ADVISERS

To book a place on the courses below contact Tracey Bates on 01732 225021 or email:  tracey.bates@kent.gov.uk.
LEVEL 1 A/B – ONE DAY COURSE

This is a basic course for teaching staff, FLOs, LSAs, School Nurses and other LEA personnel who are intending to deliver drug / substance education to children or young people.  This course is a repeat of previous Module 1a/b.




Venue
Date
Course leader

Mid Kent
Oakwood House, Maidstone
8 December 2006
Kate Craib

West Kent
Riverside Centre, Gravesend
22 March 2007
Karl Love

East Kent
Venue to be confirmed
5 July 2007
Anne Lord

LEVEL 2 – ONE DAY COURSE

For participants who have previously attended Level 1a/b or teachers with a significant learning/ understanding about drugs.


Venue
Date
Course leader

Mid Kent
Towers School, Ashford
17 October 2006
Kate Craib

West Kent
Riverside Centre, Gravesend 
6 March 2007
Karl Love

East Kent
Venue to be confirmed
13 June 2007
Anne Lord

To book a place contact Tracey Bates on 01732 225021 or email:  tracey.bates@kent.gov.uk.
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NOTIFICATION TO CSS OF SAFEGUARDING ARRANGEMENTS  2006/7

SCHOOL:…………………………………………………………………

CLUSTER:………………………………………………………………..

NAME & POSITION OF DESIGNATED PERSON FOR CHILD PROTECTION 

……………………………………………………………………………….

NAME OF NOMINATED GOVERNOR FOR CHILD PROTECTION

………………………………………………………………………………..

DATE OF LAST WHOLE SCHOOL TRAINING AND TRAINER FOR  THIS SESSION

……………………………………………………………………………….

PLEASE CONFIRM IF YOUR SCHOOL HAS MADE USE OF THE SAFEGUARDING SELF REVIEW TOOL AND IF SO PLEASE COULD YOU FORWARD A COPY OF PART II (ANNUAL REPORT TO THE GOVERNING BODY) TO YOUR AREA CHILDREN’S OFFICER.

……………………………………………………………………………….

Please return this form to your Area based Children’s Officer (Child Protection) by 30th September 2006

East Kent – Elaine Coutts, East Kent AEO Clover House, Whitstable

Mid Kent – Kate Davis, Mid Kent AEO, Kroner House, Ashford

West Kent – Helen Windiate, West Kent AEO, Kings Hill, West Malling

KENT COUNTY COUNCIL

CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND EDUCATION

NOTIFICATION OF A CHILD WITHOUT A SCHOOL PLACE 



Date…..…………………

I have reason to believe that the child identified below does not have a school place.

Surname of Child:




Forename of Child:



Male/Female

Date of Birth:


Address:



Postcode:

Telephone No. 

(if known)


Circumstances:




----------------------------------------------------

Name of Referrer:


Job Title:


Address:


Telephone No.


Please forward form to:

Sue Lattimore, PA to Head of Attendance & Behaviour Service

Children, Families and Education

Room 2.08, Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XQ
Contact Addresses Children’s Safeguards Service

Kel Arthur : Head of Children’s Safeguards Service

Sessions House

County Hall

Maidstone

ME14 1XQ

PA : Teresa Young

Helen Windiate : Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection)West Kent

17 Kings Hill Avenue

Kings Hill

West Malling

Kent  ME19 4UL

PA : Ann Frazer

Elaine Coutts : Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection) East Kent

Clover House

John Wilson Business Park

Thanet Way

Whitstable

Kent  CT5 3QZ

PA : Brenda Offord

Kate Davis : Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection) Mid Kent

Kroner House

Eurogate Business Park

Ashford

Kent  TN24 8XU

PA : Jill Taylor

Mike O’Connell : Children’s Officer (Training & Development)

Sessions House

County Hall

Maidstone

ME14 1XQ

PA : Celia Swain

Sue Urwin : Children’s Officer (Care Standards)

Sessions House

County Hall

Maidstone

ME14 1XQ

PA: Teresa Young

Claire Ray:  Children’s Officer (Early Years)

Sessions House

County Hall

Maidstone

ME14 1XQ

PA:  Kay Ashman

Contact Addresses Children’s Safeguards Service

Head Office – Sessions House



Kel Arthur

Head of Service
Office No: 

Mobile No:
01622 696366

07786 191359

Sue Urwin

Children’s Officer (Care Standards)
Office No:

Mobile No:
01622 696366

07717 716861

Mike O’Connell

Children’s Officer (Training and Development)
Office No:

Mobile No:
01622 696366

07740 183807

Claire Ray

Children’s Officer (Early Years)
Office No:  
01622 696366

07920 108828

Celia Swain

PA to Mike O’Connell
Office No:
01622 696677

7000 6677

Teresa Young 

PA to Kel Arthur and Sue Urwin
Office No:


01622 696366

7000 6366

Kay Ashman

PA to Claire Ray

016220696677

7000 6677

West Kent – Kings Hill



Helen Windiate

Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection)
Office No:

Mobile No:
01732 525035

07740 183798

7003 5035

Ann Frazer

PA to Helen Windiate
Office No:
01732 525097

7003 5097

East Kent – Clover House



Elaine Coutts

Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection)
Office No:

Mobile No:
01227 284682

07786 191601

Brenda Offord

PA to Elaine Coutts
Office No:


01227 284566

7679 4566

Mid Kent – Kroner House



Kate Davis

Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection)
Office No:

Mobile No:
01233 898644

07740 183797

Jill Taylor

PA to Kate Davis
Office No:


01233 898696

7001 8696

NB:  Situations involving allegations against members of staff must be discussed with one of the above prior to any action being taken.
