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and their children.  Safe information sharing also allows agencies to manage the perpetrator in ways that reduce risk. 





The aim of the MARAC is to jointly construct and implement a risk management plan that provides professional support to all those at risk and that reduces the risk of harm and to reduce repeat victimisation.





All agencies have a role to play to ensure that the MARAC is an effective process.  The responsibility to take appropriate actions rests with individual agencies; it is not transferred to the MARAC.  





If you would like any further general information about MARAC at this time please feel free to contact Alison or Sue using the email addresses below.  However be aware that agencies will be contacted directly by their Public Protection Units with more detailed information on local events and meetings.





Email:





� HYPERLINK "mailto:Alison.Gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk" ��Alison.Gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk�





� HYPERLINK "mailto:Susan.Dunn@kent.pnn.police.uk" ��Susan.Dunn@kent.pnn.police.uk�




















.











Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC)





Professionals working in Maidstone or Medway will already be participating in the monthly MARACs already operating in those areas.





MARAC training events have now been booked for January and February 2009 to prepare for the introduction of MARACs into East Kent, North Kent, South Kent and West Kent.





Over the coming weeks, Kent Police’s Public Protection Units will be working with all agencies to identify the appropriate individuals within agencies who will lead on MARACs and will invite those key individuals to the training event for their area.





MARACs focus on high risk


victims of domestic abuse as indicated through the use of risk assessment tools.  





By sharing information, agencies get a better picture of victims’ situations and so develop responses that are tailored to the needs and goals of individual victims 


























This newsletter is meant for agencies and practitioners who work with those affected by domestic violence in Kent.





We hope to keep everyone in touch with the good work that is going on in Kent already as well as pass on any useful information or ideas.





All contributions are welcome, so if you have any news, ideas, suggestions, to share with colleagues in different agencies or in a different part of Kent, then don’t be shy, contact Alison to get your news into the next edition of the newsletter.





Please be aware, articles in this newsletter may not be representative of the views of the Kent & Medway Strategy Group and readers are encouraged to explore any topics raised themselves to verify any information given.





Editor:


Alison Gilmour


Kent and Medway Domestic Violence Co-ordinator


01622 650455


alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk
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domestic violence experiences as well as the often associated accident and injury occurrences for the first time in a comprehensive manner within several EU countries. 





Violence experiences as an (additional) risk factor for adolescents affected by alcohol problems within the family has so far only scarcely been dealt with within the scope of national and international studies, even though the close correlation between alcohol consumption and domestic violence is a well known reality.  As a result of the ongoing taboo and silence among the family members concerning the topics alcohol and domestic violence towards people outside the family circle, a high number of unreported cases is assumed.





The study conducted interviews with 12-18 years old teenagers by means of ALVI-T, an ad hoc semi-standardised interview guideline, in Germany, Poland, England, Malta and Spain.





The results were divided into the following categories:





Stressful experiences


Stressful experiences specifically in relation to aggression and violence


Strain: effects and ‘symptoms’


Alcohol


Drugs


Coping


Support





(continued on page 3)





Interpreters and Domestic Violence





Standing Together Against Domestic Violence has recently produced a Good Practice Checklist for Interpreters to support Interpreters in working safely and sensitively in interviews with domestic violence survivors or perpetrators. 





The Checklist has been produced after carrying out domestic violence training in collaboration with CITAS and Interpreters in Hammersmith and Fulham.





The Checklist can be downloaded for free from the Standing Together Against Domestic Violence website:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.standingtogether.org.uk/pub-bestpractice1.pdf" ��www.standingtogether.org.uk/pub-bestpractice1.pdf�








Domestic Violence and Abuse experienced by Children and Young People living in Families with Alcohol Problems





This Cross-European Study set out to look at children and young people across Europe, to discover what impacts having parents with both of these problems combined had on children, and then to suggest ways of improving practice and policy, within individual countries and across the EU, that would help these children. 





The aim of the project was to collect data about 





Better Outcomes for Children and Young People Experiencing Domestic Abuse





In August, the Scottish Government published a literature review on the effects of domestic abuse on children with directions for good practice.





The review covers:





Research evidence:


-  prevalence


-  risk


-  impact.





Children’s views/ experiences on domestic abuse


-  exposure to abuse


-  perspective on fathers


-  views on lack of help available.





Protection pathways


-  multi-agency


-  perpetrators





Service provision


-  pregnant women


-  informal support


-  group work





Prevention


-  legal context


-  health model 


-  education work





To read the report in full, follow the website link below:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/234221/0064117.pdf" ��www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/234221/0064117.pdf�




















�
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The results from the project demonstrated that it was important to develop guidelines to advance the practice of prevention and intervention in the area of alcohol problems and domestic abuse within the family and that it is vital that all political decisions, especially in the health, social and safety areas, must be made taking into account the child’s perspective.





To read the report and recommendations in full follow the link below:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.apua.info/File/fb9c3027-2698-48b3-994c-349a0e491c7c/ALC_VIOL_ParentalAlcoholProblems_EN.pdf" ��www.apua.info/File/fb9c3027-2698-48b3-994c-349a0e491c7c/ALC_VIOL_ParentalAlcoholProblems_EN.pdf�








Domestic Violence Fact Sheet





The Government Equalities Office have produced a fact sheet which sets out the most recent data on domestic violence and includes a map of the number of women killed by their partners and ex-partners across England and Wales. 





The fact sheet can be accessed on the Equalities Office website:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.equalities.gov.uk/publications/7825-TSO-Domestic_Violence_FACTSHEET.pdf" ��www.equalities.gov.uk/publications/7825-TSO-Domestic_Violence_FACTSHEET.pdf�








What is a Forced Marriage?





The Forced Marriage Unit has published a variation on the "What is a forced marriage?" booklet, aimed at the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) communities.





The leaflets hopes to address a gap in the literature by providing relevant case studies and signposting to LGBT victims of forced marriage. 





It is also intended to provide reassurance to LGBT victims that they should feel free to approach the Forced Marriage Unit for assistance if they are facing a forced 





(continued on page 4)�























Support about the alcohol and domestic abuse problems


What has helped in the past


What would have helped in the past


Help in the present


Resilience





Their conclusions were that these children and young people report having lived under considerable stress for often long periods,


having to deal with family and parental environments where there was serious alcohol misuse, and serious domestic abuse, frequently moving into family violence. 





The children and young people experienced a similar range of negative experiences in relation to their parent’s drinking as has been commonly reported in the previous literature, over many years (Christensen, 2000; Cleaver et al, 1999; Gorin, 2004; Klein, 2005; Klein & Zobel, 2001; Velleman, 2004; Velleman & Orford, 1999; Velleman & Templeton, 2007). 





It was also seen that these children reported a very large number of negative experiences (as measured by the revised Children of Alcoholics Screening Test) in relation to both paternal and maternal alcohol problems.  Children experienced considerable levels of violence and aggression, especially between their parents, but also sometimes involving them as well.  In many of the cases where the violence involved the children too, it was considerable and resulted in significant effects.





There were a wide range of people from whom these young people gained support, mainly family and friends. However, most young people were able to tell about ways in which they could have been offered more support in the past, and how that would have been extremely helpful and might have made coping with these problems a little better.  It was also clear that, although many children did and do suffer considerable strain, others have been able to become or remain resilient.
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Research findings


Sample job descriptions


Relevant networks and partnerships


Risk assessment


Evaluation measurement


Recommended resources


Sample lesson plans





If you are delivering domestic abuse work in school settings we encourage you to sign up to follow these protocols.  The following organisations have signed the protocols so far:





Rising Sun Domestic Violence Project


Kent Safe Schools





All organisations that sign up will be acknowledged with the ones above in the next newsletter.





If you have not yet received the protocols and/or want the sign up document that goes with them, then contact me using the email address below.  





Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk" ��alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk�








Hideout Website





Women’s Aid have updated their website for children and young people affected by domestic violence. 





They have added more interactive content and videos about domestic violence, as well as dividing the website into two sections, one for young people and the other for children.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.thehideout.org.uk" ��www.thehideout.org.uk�








Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) Consultation





The CPS has launched a public consultation on its draft third edition of its Policy for Prosecuting Cases of Domestic Violence, the second edition of which was published in 





(continued on page 5)








marriage situation, thus helping to tackle the fear of judgement that the Forced Marriage Unit are told that LGBT victims can feel in asking for help. 





To find out more information about Forced Marriage or to order the leaflets contact the Forced Marriage Unit.





Forced Marriage Unit �Foreign and Commonwealth Office �tel. 0207 008 8706 �fax. 0207 008 0199 �� HYPERLINK "http://www.fco.gov.uk/forcedmarriage" \t "_blank" �www.fco.gov.uk/forcedmarriage� 





Kent and Medway Domestic Abuse Good Practice Protocols: Working with Young People in Schools





Attitudes are established early in life, it is therefore vital to equip children and young people with the skills, knowledge and attitudes to enable them to:





Recognise the difference between a safe relationship and a potentially abusive one;


Know how to help themselves, a friend or someone else in danger of domestic abuse;


Resolve conflict through negotiation and co-operation;


Base relationships on respect, equality and trust;


Understand the role of different agencies;


Understand the law and how it can protect victims and hold abusers to account.





The Good Practice Protocols are aimed at agencies (voluntary and/or statutory) who are, or plan to be, working in school settings delivering lessons on domestic abuse, to promote consistency and good practice in this work across Kent and Medway.   





The Protocols cover a range of topics including:





Definitions of domestic abuse





�
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February 2005.





The Policy explains the way the CPS deals with cases involving domestic violence. It also gives advice on what the CPS does, how domestic violence cases are prosecuted, and what victims can expect from the CPS. 





The CPS would welcome responses by 29 October 2008. 





To view the consultation documents, follow the link below:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/dv_index.html" ��www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/dv_index.html�








Think Research: Using Research Evidence to Inform Service Development for Vulnerable Groups





The Social Exclusion Task Force (SETF), in partnership with Barnardo's, Research in Practice (RIP) and the National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) have developed a user friendly tool to assist commissioners and service providers to select and monitor evidence based services for vulnerable people. 





The SETF consulted with a wide range of local authorities, service providers, and academics to develop the guidance, aiming to demystify research evidence. 





There is a wealth of data on ‘what-works’, both from the research community, local authorities and service providers, yet this can remain largely untapped. 





The use of research evidence should enable commissioners and service providers to have confidence that services will work,  achieving the desired impact for service users and ensuring value for money. In addition it is felt that greater transparency and objectivity can be built into the commissioning process by allowing research evidence to guide practice and decision making.  
































Follow the link below to view the Guidance.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/~/media/assets/www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/social_exclusion_task_force/think_research/think_research%20pdf.ashx" ��www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/~/media/assets/www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/social_exclusion_task_force/think_research/think_research%20pdf.ashx�








Kent and Medway Domestic Abuse Training Pack





In partnership with the Kent Safeguarding Children's Board and Kent and Medway 


Safeguarding Adult Protection Committee, the Kent and Medway Domestic Violence Strategy Group have produced a training resource to address consistency issues and quality check the training that is delivered on domestic abuse across the whole of Kent and Medway.


 


The training pack includes training chapters on:





Overview and Dynamics of DV





Adult Victims and DV





Children and Young People and DV





Perpetrators of DV





DV and Substance Misuse





Specialised Needs and Issues





Civil and Criminal Laws





Multi-agency Roles





Domestic Violence in the Workplace





What Health Professionals Need to Know About DV





Domestic Violence and the role of Education





12.   Domestic Violence - Housing and   


        Benefits





(continued on page 6)
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Children and Young People’s Plans





As from April 2006 all local authorities were required to prepare and publish a Children and Young People’s Plan (CYPP) that will be reviewed annually. 





The National Foundation of Educational Research has published an analysis of a sample of the plans.


Analysis was conducted with a particular focus on three key themes: 


commissioning, 


safeguarding.


looked after children.


The areas covered within the commissioning section include: the commissioning strategy, joint commissioning teams, commissioning processes, services and key groups being prioritised, actions for taking the commissioning strategy forward, resource allocation and budgets, as well as the challenges and benefits associated with commissioning. 


The safeguarding and looked after children sections cover priorities, actions and targets, with the safeguarding section also covering key groups and lead agencies. The report also revisits the format and presentation of the 


plans.





The National Foundation of Educational Research found there was a lot of emphasis place on working with children and/or families affected by domestic violence, abuse and drug misuse.





The report also highlights the wide range of 


safeguarding initiatives being undertaken, 


many of which are in partnership with other 


agencies.





To view the report follow the link below:


�
�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.nfer.ac.uk/publications/pdfs/downloadable/CYCreport.pdf" ��www.nfer.ac.uk/publications/pdfs/downloadable/CYCreport.pdf�





�
�






If you are thinking about commissioning training are would like to receive details of those trainers authorised to use this pack, as well as further information on the content of the topics available please email your request to Alison.





Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk" ��alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk�








Kent and Medway Freedom Programme Good Practice Protocols





The area programmes that have now officially signed up to follow these protocols produced for those who are operating Freedom Programmes are:





Sheppey 


Canterbury


Dover* 


Folkestone


Thanet


Ashford


Gravesend


Tonbridge & Malling


Maidstone


Tunbridge Wells


Whitstable and Herne Bay


Medway


Dartford


Sittingbourne


Faversham





* Dover are now running the Impact programme in the place of the Freedom programme.





If you are involved in the operation of a Freedom Programme and have not yet received a copy of the protocols and the sign up document that goes with them, then contact me using the email address below.  





All programmes that sign up will be acknowledged with the ones above in the next newsletter.





Email:  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk" ��alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk�
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Next edition expected in December.





At the present time this newsletter is only available electronically.





If you would like to be added or removed from the distribution list please e-mail Alison:





alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk





North West Kent: Gravesend and Dartford


John Britt


� HYPERLINK "mailto:andrew.hickmott@kent.gov.uk" ��01474� 320123


john.britt@gravesham.gov.uk








West Kent : Sevenoaks, Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells


Temp contact:


Ailsa Paton


Ailsa.paton.tchg.org.uk








Maidstone and District:


Ian Park 


ianpark@maidstone.gov.uk








Medway:


Sally Motson


01634 380047


sal.motson@msn.co.uk


or medwaydaf@aol.com








Swale:


Laura Jobson


01795 429007


home-startsitt@btconnect.com





Canterbury and District:


Sari Sirkia-Weaver


01227 472050


sari@homestartcanterbury.org� HYPERLINK "mailto:h.langley@btopenworld.com" ��








Thanet:


Joanna Wainwright


01622 696595


joanna.wainwright@kent.gov.uk








South East Kent: Dover and Shepway


Sue Webb


01304 211925


sue.webb@kent.gov.uk








Ashford:


Sandra Branchett


01233 610526


sandra.branchett@casasupport.org.uk





Domestic Violence/Abuse Forum Chairs:








