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Staffing news

In March we said goodbye to Brenda Offord, PA to Elaine Coutts. Brenda has retired after working for the Education Service for 12 years and in the Children’s Safeguards Unit for the last 4 of these. We are grateful to Brenda for all her hard work for the Unit and wish her a long and happy retirement. Kerry Oliver will now support Elaine Coutts and Afifa Ali on a full time basis.

We would also like to welcome a new PA to the Children’s Safeguards Unit. Linda Funnell has been appointed to support the Children’s Officers in West Kent on a full time basis. Some of you may know Linda from her previous role as one of the Support Officers to the Kent Safeguarding Children Board and we are delighted that she is joining the Unit.  

An updated contact list is attached to this Newsletter

Safer Recruitment training

The guidance from the DCSF states that "at a time yet to be decided, all interviewing panels should contain one person who has undertaken the Safer Recruitment training”. 

There are two ways to do this 

The NCSL on-line training. 

This can be undertaken in approximately four hours. It can therefore be done at an individual’s convenience and is recognised as an appropriate qualification.  It is also free.  However, the main disadvantage seems to be getting the uninterrupted time to do it, having all the information needed to register for it (NCSL registration, dfes number, plus extra information if you want to register a Governor to do it) and then having to complete an on-line assessment which is mandatory.

Attending a training event

Training sessions are being provided jointly by the Children's Safeguards Unit and Schools Personnel Service. These events have already taken place across the county over the last year with over one hundred senior staff and Governors attending.

This course contains all the essential information required and meets the DCSF requirement since the assessment is undertaken over the course of the day. In addition, undertaking training in this way provides an opportunity to share experiences and knowledge with peers and you have access to DCSF trained trainers. There is a small charge for this course.

The next course is set for 30th June at the Bell Hotel Sandwich. Bookings can be made via Geraldine Hill at SPS Brook house Whitstable 01227 598763. Alternatively some clusters are deciding to commission the training directly. To do this contact either Mike O'Connell, CSU, 01622 696677, or Gary Edwards SPS on the above number.  

Guidelines for Record Keeping

You will be aware that for some time now, exemplar forms have been available to DCPCs to assist you in maintaining effective safeguarding records in school. Despite this, the findings of reviews of schools’ involvement in two recent Serious Case Reviews identified this area of safeguarding practice as particularly weak. 

In order to address this, the Children’s Safeguards Unit has produced a document “Guidelines for Record Keeping” for DCPCs. This covers a range of record keeping issues and provides practical help and resources. The Guidelines are in the final stages of obtaining CFE approval for use and will be circulated as soon as possible in Term 5.

Information sharing 

A situation arose recently when the news of an attempted abduction of a child from a local park was circulated around a number of schools. A decision was made by some Headteachers to write to all parents to advise them of this and to encourage them to be vigilant. This understandably generated some anxiety. The allegation subsequently turned out to be untrue.

Please make sure that before writing to parents about incidents of this nature that you check with your AEO, LEO or Area Children’s Officer. We will liaise with our local Police Child Abuse Investigation Units to verify the facts and seek advice on how information is best shared.

Independent Safeguarding training

We have recently become aware that some schools and early years settings have chosen to access safeguarding training through independent training providers. We are concerned that some of these companies are offering an unacceptable standard of training that does not meet the requirements of The Kent Safeguarding Children Board. 

You are reminded that training courses are available from the Children’s Safeguards Unit. However if you do commission an independent training provider please ensure they are approved by Kent Safeguarding Children Board (KSCB) to deliver the training.  Working Together to Safeguard Children (2006) places a statutory responsibility on KSCB to oversee the delivery of child protection training in Kent, including ensuring its accuracy and quality.  Independent training providers may not have been subject to this evaluation and may deliver training that does not accurately reflect the new Kent and Medway Safeguarding Procedures.

If you would like any further information on the courses the Children’s Safeguards Unit provide, please telephone 01622 696677  
 Independent Safeguarding Authority/Vetting and Barring Arrangements
Further to an earlier item in the September 2007 Newsletter this is to update you on developments of this key aspect of safe recruitment within the children’s workforce.

The Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 and the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups (NI) Order 2007 are major elements of a wide-ranging and ambitious programme of work established across Government and jurisdictions of the UK to address the systemic failures identified by the Bichard Inquiry.  The legislation was enacted in response to recommendation 19 of the Bichard Inquiry Report which states:

‘New arrangements should be introduced requiring those who wish to work with children, or vulnerable adults, to be registered.  The register would confirm that there is no known reason why an individual should not work with these clients’.


· The new Vetting and Barring arrangements will see the introduction of the Independent Safeguarding Authority.  The ISA will be a panel of experts chaired by Sir Roger Singleton who will assess cases referred regarding individuals who may be unsuitable to work with children or vulnerable adults. New Vetting and Barring arrangements will see the merging of existing barred lists (POCA, POVA and List 99).

· The new arrangements will require all staff employed (including volunteers) within the children’s workforce and those working with vulnerable adults to register with the new scheme. It is likely that registration will be administered by the CRB Agency.

· It will be an offence for a barred individual to seek employment with vulnerable groups.  It will also be an offence for any agency to employ a barred individual (unless risk assessment by ISA has approved supervised work in another capacity).

· It is understood that a retrospective review of all staff currently on barred lists, POCA, POVA and List 99, will be undertaken to align unsuitable people within the new arrangements.

· It should be recognised that there will be a huge cost and resource implication for all agencies that employ staff within the Children’s Workforce.  It is unclear at this stage how this will be funded, but it will involve the registration of up to 11 million people nationally.

Central Government has yet to confirm regulations and guidance for the implementation of the scheme. The arrangements for process and cost have also  to be confirmed but it is likely that the scheme will be introduced on a phased basis early next year.

At this stage employers and Governing Bodies need to be aware of developments but no action is yet required. Further information will be cascaded to schools and services as more details emerge from Central Government.

Please do not hesitate to contact your Area Children’s Officer or Kel Arthur Tel:  01622 696366 or e-mail kel.arthur@kent.gov.uk if you have any further queries or would like to discuss ISA in more detail.

The end of the Child Protection Register

From 1st April 2008 Child Protection Registers will no longer exist. A leaflet is available to download from the KSCB Website www.kscb.org.uk Professionals Home Page that explains the new Child Protection Plan which replaces the Child Protection Register.
Training

The remaining courses for DCPCs over Term 5 and 6 are attached.

CHILD PROTECTION TRAINING
2008

WEST KENT

Training Course
Date
Venue

Refresher/

Safeguarding Day
Wednesday 30 April 2008
Kings Hill Conference Centre 

Limited places still available

MID KENT

Training Course
Date
Venue

Para Professional 
Tuesday 13 May 2008
The Towers Training Centre, Ashford                       

Refresher/

Safeguarding Day
Tuesday 10 June 2008
The Friars, Aylesford          

Fully booked                                             

DCPC Module 2
Tuesday 24 June 2008
Holiday Inn, Hothfield, Ashford

EAST KENT

Training Course
Date
Venue

Module 2
Tuesday 17 June 2008
The Ark, Dover     

Fully booked                                     

For bookings or further information please contact:

Celia Swain

Tel: 01622 696677 

Contact Addresses Children’s Safeguards Service April 2008 

Head Office – Sessions House



Kel Arthur

Head of Service
Office No: 

Mobile No:
01622 696366

07786 191359

Sue Urwin

Children’s Officer (Care Standards)
Office No:

Mobile No:
01622 696366

07717 716861

Mike O’Connell

Children’s Officer (Training and Development)
Office No:

Mobile No:
01622 696366

07740 183807

Celia Swain

PA to Mike O’Connell
Office No:
01622 696677

7000 6677

Teresa Young 

PA to Kel Arthur 
Office No:


01622 696366

7000 6366

Kay Ashman

PA to Sue Urwin
Office No:
01622 696677

7000 6677

West Kent – Kings Hill



Helen Windiate

Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection)
Office No:

Mobile No:
01732 525035

07740 183798

Claire Ray

Area Children’s Officer (Early Years)
Office No:  
01732 525381

07920 108828

Linda Funnell

PA to Helen Windiate and Claire Ray
Office No:
01732 525097

7003 5097

East Kent – Clover House



Elaine Coutts

Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection)
Office No:

Mobile No:
01227 284682

07786 191601

Afifa Ali

Area Children's Officer (Early Years)
Office No:

Mobile No
01227 284566

07825 633810

Kerry Oliver

PA to Elaine Coutts and Afifa Ali
Office No:


01227 284566

7679 4556

Mid Kent – Kroner House



Kate Davis

Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection)

and Angela Chapman

Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection)
Office No:

Mobile No:

Mobile No:
01233 898644

07740 183797

07717 895731

Tracey Scott

Area Children's Officer (Early Years)
Office No:

Mobile No
01233 898696

07825 633811

Jill Taylor

PA to Kate Davis and Angela Chapman
Office No:


01233 898696

7001 8696

Sharon Hammond

PA to Tracey Scott
Office No
01233 898696

7001 8696

NB:  Situations involving allegations against members of staff must be discussed with one of the above prior to any action being taken.

Contact Addresses Children’s Safeguards Service

Kel Arthur : Head of Children’s Safeguards Service

Sessions House

County Hall

Maidstone

ME14 1XQ

PA : Teresa Young

Helen Windiate : Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection) West Kent

17 Kings Hill Avenue

Kings Hill

West Malling

Kent  ME19 4UL

PA : Linda Funnell

Claire Ray: Area Children’s Officer (Early Years) West Kent

Kings Hill

PA: Linda Funnell

Elaine Coutts : Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection) East Kent

Clover House

John Wilson Business Park

Thanet Way

Whitstable

Kent  CT5 3QZ

PA : Kerry Oliver

Afifa Ali : Area Children's Officer ( Early Years) East Kent

Clover House

PA: Kerry Oliver

Kate Davis and Angela Chapman Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection) Mid Kent

Kroner House

Eurogate Business Park

Ashford

Kent  TN24 8XU

PA : Jill Taylor

Tracey Scott : Area Children's Officer (Early Years) Mid Kent

Kroner House

PA: Sharon Hammond
Mike O’Connell : Children’s Officer (Training & Development)

Sessions House

County Hall

Maidstone

ME14 1XQ

PA : Celia Swain

Sue Urwin : Children’s Officer (Care Standards)

Sessions House

County Hall

Maidstone

ME14 1XQ

PA: Kay Ashman

