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Kent & Medway Domestic Abuse Strategy 2010 – 13





The Kent and Medway Domestic Abuse Strategy Group finalised its’ new three year strategy in October.





The Strategy aims to assist partnerships and agencies in delivering appropriate responses to those affected by domestic abuse across Kent and Medway.





The focus on local needs is informed by national research and takes into account recent national developments such as the ‘End Violence Against Women and Girls Strategy,’ which was issued in November 2009, along with the finding from the studies undertaken by the Audit Commission in Kent during the early part of 2010.  





Four Ambitions are identified within the Strategy:





Reduce domestic abuse and change attitudes - Increase knowledge and understanding of impact of domestic abuse across communities and agencies highlighting the fact that it is everyone’s responsibility 




















whilst emphasising the effectiveness of early identification and intervention.





Provide support to victims of domestic abuse - Work in partnership to meet the needs of victims and their children of domestic abuse and enable access to specialist support, to reduce repeat victimisation and increase confidence in reporting.





Protect victims of domestic abuse - To support victims through the legal system and ensure offenders recognise and understand their behaviour, are held accountable and are encouraged to attend rehabilitation services.





Multi-Agency Working - To continue to improve joint working between agencies, including information sharing, to enable a co-ordinated approach to addressing domestic abuse.





The Strategy also outlines the requirements that future service developments should seek to meet:





Reduce the impact of 





(continued on page 2)























This newsletter is meant for agencies and practitioners who work with those affected by domestic violence in Kent.





We hope to keep everyone in touch with the good work that is going on in Kent already as well as pass on any useful information or ideas.





All contributions are welcome, so if you have any news, ideas, suggestions, to share with colleagues in different agencies or in a different part of Kent, then don’t be shy, contact Alison to get your news into the next edition of the newsletter.





Please be aware, articles in this newsletter may not be representative of the views of the Kent & Medway Strategy Group and readers are encouraged to explore any topics raised themselves to verify any information given.





Editor:


Alison Gilmour


Kent and Medway Domestic Violence Co-ordinator


01622 650455


alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk
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domestic abuse in the community.





Improve the quality of life and safety of victims of domestic abuse (women, men and children).





Protect the public.





Provide equitable access to services by victims, children and perpetrators, according to their level of assessed need and risk.





Provide perpetrators of domestic abuse with programmes that help them to understand their behaviour, provide alternative behaviour and ensure that they are held accountable for their behaviour.





If you have not yet received the strategy and associated delivery plan and would like to, please email your request to Alison.  





Please note these documents will only be sent out via email not by post.





Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk" ��alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk�








Department of Health Ending Violence Against Women and Children Campaign 





To coincide with International Violence Against Women Day (25 November 2010) and the 





following 16 days in the run up to Christmas, a communications campaign has been launched by the Department of Health to raise awareness with the public, patients and health professionals.





They have produced a range of support materials to help professionals with any local campaigns. These have been developed with the help of the voluntary sector and include:





A communications information pack - provides guidance on how to run a campaign.





Campaign posters – for Disability, Domestic Violence, Human Trafficking, Rape, Child Abuse, Honour Based Violence, Sexual Abuse.





Leaflet for Health Professionals.





Credit card size flyers.





Media case studies – victim perspectives, including individuals from minority ethnic communities, those with learning disabilities, mental health issues and male victims.





Media case studies – professionals’ perspectives, including Ambulance Service, Nurses, GP and Midwives.





The main focus of the campaign is NHS staff, patients and the public.





(continued on page 3)

















ASBOs and Domestic Abuse





When victims do not engage with agencies ASBOs could be another tool for consideration:





R v Burrows (2006) Court of Appeal





The defendant and complainant had separated 12 months prior to the incidents of violence in question.  However, there was evidence that the parties had some contact at the time of the offences. 


 


Held: ASBO quashed on the ground that it was not necessary in the circumstances of the case.  There was no suggestion that the substantive offences of threats to kill and common assault were not ‘anti-social behaviour’.





Rabess v Commissioner of Police for the Met 2007





Held: an ASBO can be imposed upon people living in the same household if their behaviour causes harassment, alarm or distress to neighbours even it the behaviour is not aimed at third parties, but the prohibitions should be worded so that the order is not breached unless others are affected.  














�
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MARAC Co-ordinator Contact Details 





MARACs (Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conferences) operate across the whole of Kent and Medway.  In a single meeting, a Domestic Abuse MARAC combines up to date risk information with a comprehensive assessment of a victim’s needs and links those directly to the provision of appropriate services for all those involved in a case: victim, children and perpetrator.





A MARAC aims to:		


share information to increase the safety, health and well being of victims;


jointly construct and implement a risk management plan that provides professional support to all those at risk and that reduces the risk of harm;


reduce repeat victimisation;


improve agency accountability;


improve support and safety for staff involved in high-risk domestic abuse cases.





To find out more about your local MARAC contact the appropriate area’s MARAC Co-ordinator.





North Kent (Dartford and Gravesham):


Chris Cochrane


Tel: 01474 366335


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:marac.north.kent@kent.pnn.police.uk" �marac.north.kent@kent.pnn.police.uk�


 


West Kent  (Sevenoaks, Tonbridge & Malling, Tunbridge Wells):


Sue Dunn


Tel:  01892 502165 


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:marac.west.kent@kent.pnn.police.uk" �marac.west.kent@kent.pnn.police.uk�


 


Mid Kent (Maidstone and Swale): 


David Philpot 


Tel:  01622 604464 


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:marac.midkent@kent.pnn.police.uk" �marac.midkent@kent.pnn.police.uk�


 





(continued on page 4)

















All of these resources can be downloaded directly from the Department of Health’s Website in the Violence Against Women and Children section:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/ViolenceagainstWomenandChildren/DH_119216" ��www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/ViolenceagainstWomenandChildren/DH_119216�








Kent and Medway Freedom Programme Good Practice Protocols 





The area programmes that have signed up to follow the Good Practice Protocols so far include:





Sheppy and Sittingbourne


Maidstone


Medway


Tonbridge & Malling


Faversham


Whitstable and Herne Bay


Shepway  


Ashford 


Thanet


Dartford


Gravesham


Canterbury





These protocols have now gone through their annual review in November 2010 and and been reissued (version 3).





All programmes need to ensure that they sign up to the new version of the protocols to keep their acknowledgement in this newsletter during 2011.





If you are involved in the operation of a Freedom Programme and have not yet received a copy of the new protocols produced in November 2010 then contact me using the email address below.  





All programmes that sign up to the new version of the protocols will be acknowledged in the 2011 KMDVSG newsletters.





Email:  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk" ��alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk�
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Domestic Violence and the role of Education





12.   Domestic Violence - Housing and   


        Benefits





If you are thinking about commissioning training are would like to receive details of those trainers authorised to use this pack, as well as further information on the content of the topics available please email your request to Alison.





Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk" ��alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk�








Home Office Business Plan 2011-2015





In November the Home Office issued its business plan for the next four years.  





Within the plan they are continuing their commitment to the Violence Against Women and Girls Strategy, which was issued in December of last year.  This features in Section 3.4 of the plan:





“3.4  Help the police, voluntary organisations and local communities to reduce violence against women





Develop and publish a strategic narrative on violence against women and girls.





Develop and publish supporting actions and policies to prevent violence against women and girls.”





�The plan is due to be updated annually and can be found on the Home Office website:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/corporate-publications/business-plan-2011-15/business-plan?view=Binary" ��www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/corporate-publications/business-plan-2011-15/business-plan?view=Binary�

















Medway:


Debee Simpson


Tel:  01634 792387 


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:marac.medway@kent.pnn.police.uk" �marac.medway@kent.pnn.police.uk�





East Kent (Canterbury, Thanet):


Nick Symons


Tel: 01227 868114 


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:marac.east.kent@kent.pnn.police.uk" �marac.east.kent@kent.pnn.police.uk�





South Kent (Ashford, Dover, Shepway): 


Juliet Moore


Tel:  01303 289402 Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:marac.east.kent@kent.pnn.police.uk" �marac.east.kent@kent.pnn.police.uk�








Kent and Medway Domestic Abuse Training Pack





In partnership with the Kent Safeguarding Children's Board and Kent and Medway 


Safeguarding Adult Protection Committee, the Kent and Medway Domestic Violence Strategy Group have produced a training resource to address consistency issues and quality check the training that is delivered on domestic abuse across the whole of Kent and Medway.


 


The training pack includes training chapters on:





Overview and Dynamics of DV





Adult Victims and DV





Children and Young People and DV





Perpetrators of DV





DV and Substance Misuse





Specialised Needs and Issues





Civil and Criminal Laws





Multi-agency Roles





Domestic Violence in the Workplace





What Health Professionals Need to Know About DV
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Ministry of Justice Consultation: Legal Aid Reform





The consultation on legal aid reform aims to tackle the spread of expensive litigation into everyday society at the taxpayer’s expense, and bring down the £2 billion plus cost of the legal aid system in England and Wales, focusing it on those who most need help.  





Proposals within the consultation include that legal aid will still routinely be available in care proceedings and cases involving domestic violence, forced marriage, or asylum.





To read the consultation papers follow the link below:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/legal-aid-reform-151110.htm" ��www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/legal-aid-reform-151110.htm�








Kent and Medway Domestic Abuse Good Practice Protocols: Working with Young People in Schools and Community Settings





Attitudes are established early in life, it is therefore vital to equip children and young people with the skills, knowledge and attitudes to enable them to:





Recognise the difference between a safe relationship and a potentially abusive one;


Know how to help themselves, a friend or someone else in danger of domestic abuse;


Resolve conflict through negotiation and co-operation;


Base relationships on respect, equality and trust;


Understand the role of different agencies;


Understand the law and how it can protect victims and hold abusers to account.








The Good Practice Protocols are aimed at agencies (voluntary and/or statutory) who


are, or plan to be, working in school settings delivering lessons on domestic abuse, to promote consistency and good practice in this work across Kent and Medway.   





The Protocols cover a range of topics including:





Definitions of domestic abuse


Research findings


Sample job descriptions


Relevant networks and partnerships


Risk assessment


Evaluation measurement


Recommended resources


Sample lesson plans





If you are delivering domestic abuse work in school settings we encourage you to sign up to follow these protocols.  The following organisations have signed the protocols so far:





Rising Sun Domestic Violence Project


Kent Safe Schools


Family Action Sheppey


North Kent Women’s Aid (formerly DGWA)


Tic Toc Training


Action For Children (Dover)


Women’s Support Service


Dunn Training and Consultancy


Family Action Faversham





All organisations that sign up will be acknowledged with the ones above in the next newsletter.





If you have not yet received the protocols and/or want the sign up document that goes with them, then contact me using the email address below.  





Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk" ��alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk�
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Canterbury and District:


Sari Sirkia-Weaver


01227 472050


sari@homestartcanterbury.org� HYPERLINK "mailto:h.langley@btopenworld.com" ��











Thanet:


Deborah Cartwright


01843 223 094


deborah@oasiswomensrefuge.org








South East Kent: Dover and Shepway


Cas Heath-Faye


cheryn.heath-faye@actionforchildren.org.uk








Ashford:


Sophie Baker


01233 624857


sophie.baker@kent.gov.uk





North West Kent: Gravesend and Dartford


John Britt


01474 337195


john.britt@gravesham.gov.uk








West Kent : Sevenoaks, Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells


Kelly Webb


Kelly.webb@sevenoaks.gov.uk








Maidstone and District:


Ian Park 


park_i@sky.com








Medway:


Temp Chair – Debra Ivison


01634 306000


debra.ivison@medway.gov.uk�
�






Swale:


Laura Jobson


01795 429007


home-startsitt@btconnect.com





Domestic Violence/Abuse Forum Chairs:








Next edition expected in February.





At the present time this newsletter is only available electronically.





If you would like to be added or removed from the distribution list please e-mail Alison:





alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk








