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Locality Based Safeguarding Training
A series of 30 half day multi-agency workshops are being planned across the county to raise awareness and understanding of the new Kent & Medway Inter-Agency Safeguarding Threshold Criteria for Children in Need.

They are being organised by the Kent Children’s Trust in partnership with the Kent Safeguarding Children’s Board throughout May, June and July and will be hosted by the Local Children’s Trust Boards in their localities.  They are designed to give staff a thorough understanding of thresholds, eligibility, assessment processes and pathways in place between universal, targeted and specialist services.

This training addresses an action in the Safeguarding Improvement Plan and is a top priority for local professionals working with vulnerable children and families.  It is relevant to all staff working in children’s and adult services, including schools and staff in the private and voluntary sectors and is crucial to practitioners who regularly make referrals to Children’s Social Services. Designed to compliment the CAF training, it will help multi-agency staff to understand their own role and that of other agencies with regard to Safeguarding issues and to communicate and act with increasing effectiveness.

Delivered by a KSCB trainer, the workshops will:

· explain the eligibility criteria for specialist children’s services and assessment processes including CAF.

· provide tools to identify the most appropriate support and tier of need

· provide case study examples to illustrate quality 

· focus on local needs 

For more information about the workshops including dates and venues and to book a place please go to the CPD website: http://cpdonline.kenttrustweb.org.uk/ (online booking system) or email KentCPDonline@kent.gov.uk.  

Abduction Protocol

Following a recent incident in an area of Kent we have been asked to remind you of this Guidance which can be found at the end of the Newsletter 
The Child Sex Offender Disclosure Scheme 

On Monday 29 March 2011 Kent Police joined the Child Sex Offender Disclosure Scheme.

This is the Home Office programme which arose from the campaign led by Sara Payne. It is additional to the systems already in place for management of sex offenders such as the MAPPA process (Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangements)

The Child Sex Offender Disclosure Scheme allows a parent, carer, guardian or another interested party, to ask police if someone with access to a child or children has a criminal record relating to child sexual offences. If they are found to have convictions for sexual offences against children, or pose a risk of causing serious harm, then this information will be disclosed to the person in the best position to protect that child or children.

Further information including leaflets and booklets being used by police forces can be found at www.direct.gov.uk/keepingchildrensafe or www.kent.police.uk
DfE Consultation Documents

All Schools and Local Authority staff within the Education, Learning and Skills Directorate need to be aware of two draft policy documents currently open for consultation by the Department for Education.

1. Ensuring good behaviour in schools: Guidance for Governing Bodies, Head Teachers, School Staff and Employers. (Responses by 30 May 2011)

2. Dealing with Allegations of Abuse Against Teachers and Other Staff: Guidance for Local Authorities. Head Teachers, School Staff, Governing Bodies and Proprietors of Independent Schools (Responses by 30 May 2011)
School staff are encouraged to consider these consultation documents, which can both be accessed via the following link: http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1757&external=no&menu=1    New guidance will provide key information that will help inform school safeguarding practice in the future and it is important that you have your say based on experiential learning.

Schools should feed comments back directly to the DfE as advised in the link. 
Local Authority staff who wish to provide constructive feedback to the DfE should channel their comments via Kel Arthur (kel.arthur@kent.gov.uk) who is leading on KCC’s response to Dealing with Allegations of Abuse Against Teachers and Other Staff.

Chris Berry (chris.berry@kent.gov.uk) is the central point of contact for feeding back comments on the Ensuring Good Behaviour in Schools document.

Children’s Safeguards (Education) Annual Report

To help inform the Dealing with Allegations of Abuse Against Teachers and Other Staff guidance, the DfE has commissioned a research study. Kent County Council has been asked to contribute to this by providing key data from records maintained by the Local Authority Designated Officer on allegations against staff. 

This information is submitted anonymously in the form of a data set but schools or LA personnel who are interested can access a copy of the Annual Report, which covers the range of safeguarding activity that the team was involved in during the last academic year. This includes a section on allegations against staff. The Annual Report, which feeds into the Kent and Medway Safeguarding Children Board, can be accessed on the Children’s Safeguards page on Kenttrustweb:  http://www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/Children/safeguards_reports.cfm 
Safeguarding Support for Children’s Centres.

The Children’s Safeguards Team (CST) assumed responsibility for providing Safeguarding support to Children’s Centres in September 2010. The services we provide are similar to those provided to schools and education services namely
Consultations regarding potential child welfare issues. The Area Children’s Officers in the CST are the lead professionals for safeguarding within Education and Early Years. If the designated person in the Children’s Centre has concerns about the welfare of a child they can contact their Area Children’s Officer for advice on how to proceed. If the local Officer is not available we run a duty service during office hours and aim to respond to all calls within one hour.

Allegations against staff. The Area Children’s Officers in the CST undertake the role of the Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) for the whole of the Children’s Workforce. Managing allegations against staff (including volunteers) can be one of the most challenging aspects of a Manager’s work. All allegations should be immediately discussed with the LADO. Using the Allegations against Staff Guidance, they will support you through the process in order to minimise disruption and distress to the child, the member of staff and the workplace.

Training. The CST  provides bespoke training for Managers/ Designated Child Protection leads in Children’s Centres and for Community Involvement Workers.. We also provide materials for the designated person to provide in house training/induction for their own staff and volunteers.

Development. In order to carry out these required functions, a group has been set up to develop good safeguarding practice in Children’s Centres. The group consists of staff from the CST, Children’s Centres’ Development staff and Children’s Centre Managers. The group has developed bespoke training materials for Children’s Centres and has been updating policies and procedures in the light of changing national guidance and Ofsted requirements.

The contact details of the local Area Children’s Officers are attached, so if you do have any concerns about any area of safeguarding please get in touch.

Guidance for LA Staff, Kent Schools and Police 

Managing the disclosure of information where school children may be at risk of abduction, accosting or other crime.

On occasions information comes to the notice of schools or police that an unknown individual has accosted or attempted to abduct children or young people travelling to or from school. Thankfully attempted abductions are rare but when they do occur school staff and police officers need to work together to ensure a proportional response that minimises risk and disruption within schools and maximises potential for apprehending the assailant.

Usual practice dictates that when such an incident takes place the police are informed immediately and the Head Teacher of the school is alerted to any threat so that a risk assessment can be undertaken. Initial gathering of information and support to the child/children involved should be followed by consideration to disclose the information more widely and agreement for this is often determined locally between police officers and staff involved. 

There may be cases where it is in the interests of children and the wider community to alert other schools and police areas that such a threat exists. In such circumstances uncoordinated disclosure of information can lead to unnecessary anxiety, urban myths and damage to criminal investigations or undermine potential for subsequent prosecution. It is therefore vital that a co-ordinated and consistent approach is adopted when information needs to be disseminated. On occasions this will also involve alerting parents to potential threats and providing accurate, appropriate and agreed information is crucial if the effective management of the incident is to be achieved.   

It is essential that no information should be released to parents, clusters of schools or the media without the prior approval of the police. Responsibility for ensuring this practice is maintained lies with the Area Education Officer and Headteachers who are usually managing such incidents locally. Please remember

· Any disclosure of information should be accurate and the wording agreed between Education staff and police.

· Any disclosure should consider the reliability and extent of the information, the necessity to disclose, how much information should be disclosed and the likely impact on children, parents, the public and any investigation or subsequent trial.

· Where any disclosure is made then the wording of the disclosure should not be altered or disseminated further without prior agreement with the police.

School Staff and Police Officers are reminded that where alleged perpetrators are known then the Kent and Medway Safeguarding Children Procedures (2007) and/or the Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangements should be followed. To consult on this or the release of information when such an incident may have taken place, please contact the LAs Children’s Safeguards Team who have the established contacts locally to provide a link between schools and police in such circumstances
Any questions arising from this guidance should initially be directed to the Children’s Safeguards Manager – Tel: 01622 605721 or Kent Police Public Protection Unit – Tel 01622 654663.

Education Safeguarding Team Contacts – March 2011

	Head Office – Sessions House

	Room 2.64
	Kel Arthur                 
Education Safeguarding Manager
	Ext: 5721
	Office: 01622 696 366

Mobile: 07786 191 359 kel.arthur@kent.gov.uk

	
	Sue Urwin
          
Children’s Officer (Care Standards)
	Ext: 6034
	Office: 01622 696 366

Mobile: 07717 716 861 susan.urwin@kent.gov.uk

	
	Mike O’Connell   
Children’s Officer (Training and Development)
	Ext: 6124
	Office: 01622 696 366

Mobile: 07740 183807 mike.o’connell@kent.gov.uk

	
	Becki Avery

E-Safety Officer
	
	Office: 01622 221469

rebecca.avery@kent.gov.uk

	Room

2.67
	Kay Ashman (Wed, Thurs am & Fri) Admin Assistant    
	Ext: 6366
	Office: 01622 696 366

Short code: 7000 6366 kay.ashman@kent.gov.uk

	
	Helen Elliott (Mon, Tue and Thurs pm) Admin Assistant     
	Ext: 6366
	Office: 01622 696 366

Short code: 7000 6366

helen.elliott@kent.gov.uk


Urgent child protection issue outside of office hours, Call the Kent Contact and Assessment Services Out of Hours Number: 08458 247100

	West Kent – Kings Hill

Tonbridge & Malling, Gravesham, Dartford, Sevenoaks, Tunbridge Wells

	Helen Windiate                     
Area Children’s Officer (Safeguarding)
	Office: 01732 525035

Mobile: 07740  183798

helen.windiate@kent.gov.uk

	Claire Ray


          
Area Children’s Officer (Safeguarding)
	Office: 01732 525381

Mobile: 07920 108828

claire.ray@kent.gov.uk

	Linda Funnell                     

Administrative Assistant 
	Office: 01732 525097

Short code: 7003 5097

linda.funnell@kent.gov.uk


	East Kent – Clover House

Swale, Canterbury, Thanet, Deal, Sandwich

	Elaine Coutts (Mon, Tue, Wed, Thurs) 
Area Children’s Officer (Safeguarding)
	Office: 01227 284682

Mobile: 07786 191601

elaine.coutts@kent.gov.uk

	Jinder Kaur



Area Children’s Officer (Safeguarding)
	Office: 01227 284684

Mobile: 07545 423450

jinderpal.kaur@kent.gov.uk

	Katie Agnew 


Administrative Assistant (P/T)
	Office: 01227 284556

Short code: 7679 4556

katie.agnew@kent.gov.uk


	Mid Kent – Kroner House

Maidstone, Ashford, Shepway, Dover

	Kate Davis (Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri)       
Area Children’s Officer (Safeguarding)
	Office: 01233 898696

Mobile: 07740 183797

kate.davis@kent.gov.uk

	Angela Chapman (Mon, Wed, Thurs) 
Area Children’s Officer (Safeguarding)
	Office: 01233 652 149

Mobile: 07717 895731

angela.chapman@kent.gov.uk

	Jane Francis  (not Tues)     
Administrative Assistant 
	Office: 01233 898696

Short code: 7001 8696

jane.francis@kent.gov.uk


NB:  Situations involving allegations against members of staff must be discussed with one of the above prior to any action being taken.

Contact Addresses 

Kel Arthur: Education Safeguarding Manager 

Sessions House, County Hall

Maidstone

ME14 1XQ

Mike O’Connell: Children’s Officer (Training & Development)

Sessions House, County Hall

(as above)

Sue Urwin: Children’s Officer (Care Standards)      

Sessions House, County Hall
(as above)

Kay Ashman: Administrative Assistant (P/T) – Sessions House

Helen Elliott:  Administrative Assistant (P/T) – Sessions House
Helen Windiate: Area Children’s Officer (Safeguarding) West Kent

Commercial Services Building, 30 Gibson Drive

Kings Hill

West Malling

ME19 4QG

Claire Ray: Area Children’s Officer (Safeguarding) West Kent

Commercial Services Building, 30 Gibson Drive

(as above)

Linda Funnell: Administrative Assistant – West Kent 

Elaine Coutts: Area Children’s Officer (Safeguarding) East Kent

Clover House

John Wilson Business Park

Thanet Way

Whitstable

Kent  CT5 3QZ

Jinder Kaur: Area Children’s Officer (Safeguarding) East Kent 

Clover House

(as above)

Katie Agnew: Administrative Assistant (P/T) – East Kent

Kate Davis: Area Children’s Officer (Safeguarding) Mid Kent

Kroner House

Eurogate Business Park

Ashford

Kent  TN24 8XU

Angela Chapman: Area Children’s Officer (Safeguarding) Mid Kent

Kroner House

(as above)

Jane Francis:  Administrative Assistant (P/T) – Mid Kent
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