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· Community initiatives and Safeguarding – an update

· Safer Recruitment training - update

· Training


Staffing changes

Since our last Newsletter we have said goodbye to two of our administration staff. Marilyn Holness, PA to Kel Arthur and Joanne Larkin, PA to the Mid Kent Children’s Officers both left to take up new challenges. We have a temporary replacement in Kim Carroll who will be working to cover Mid Kent on a short term basis. 
Section 5 Inspection 

As you will know Ofsted has introduced new arrangements for the inspection of state-maintained schools from September 2009. Under the revised framework, inspectors are giving particular priority to the arrangements in place for safeguarding children and young people and evaluating the impact of these including

· Outcomes for pupils
· How well safeguarding is prioritised
· Whether child welfare concerns are identified and responded to appropriately

· The extent to which the school works together with other agencies to safeguard and promote the welfare of children

 The Briefing developed by Ofsted for inspectors is available from the Children’s Safeguards Unit site on Kent Trust web Link to Kenttrustweb - Inspectors briefing paper This includes lists of questions that the Child protection designated officer, and nominated governor might be asked. Documents Inspectors will want to be available include

· The school’s Single Central Record 

· List of the designated child protection staff, and their training record/s 

· The child protection training record for all staff
· The school’s Child Protection / Safeguarding Policy

· Records relating to safeguarding / child protection 

· The Bullying and Harassment policy 

· The school's log of any incidents of bullying and harassment 

· The school's log of racist incidents 

· The accident book 

· The school's procedures to protect vulnerable children 

· The school's Health and Safety policy 

· The completed Safeguarding/Child Protection audit tool 

· Any guidance that schools have for visitors and volunteers 

· Information about child protection arrangements in the school prospectus, on the school website, and within the Staff and Governor

· Induction policies 

· The school's Behaviour Policy including Reasonable Force and Restraint 

· Information about safeguarding arrangements for extended services provision, with contractors etc. 
Since September 2009 requests to the Children’s Safeguards Unit for safeguarding advice and training have significantly increased. We would advise you to use our pages on Kent Trust web where guidance in a number of the areas listed above is available.
In respect of training we are working hard to meet demand. Our priority is to ensure that every school has at least one suitably trained DCPC. The centrally run courses available over the remainder of this year can be found at the end of this Newsletter. 
Requests for whole school staff training sessions have also greatly increased. While the three Area Children’s Officers are trying to meet as many of these requests as possible, we do cover large numbers of schools. It is extremely helpful if smaller schools can join together for a training session and we would ask that where possible and practicable you liaise with other DCPC colleagues in your Partnerships to arrange this.
You are also reminded that DCPCs in schools that have undertaken both Module 1 and 2 training have access to the training CD we produced recently. This provides the materials necessary for you to run a session in school. Your Area Children’s Officer will issue a Certificate once details of the session including an attendance list are received. Please call us if you would like to discuss this.

Finally, we are aware that the new Ofsted Inspection arrangements have caused some anxiety for staff in schools particularly since this is a limiting judgement. We recommend you visit the Ofsted news site http://ofstednews.ofsted.gov.uk/article/545   This provides information relating to Inspections undertaken since September 2009 and aims to dispel some of the myths that have arisen over this time!

Independent Safeguarding Authority
We provided detailed information on the progress of the implementation of the ISA and Vetting and barring Scheme in our April 2009 Newsletter. The following provides a summary of this and the latest available information. 
Increased safeguards have now been introduced under the Vetting and Barring Scheme. From October 12th 2009:

· It is a criminal offence for individuals barred by the ISA to work or apply to work with children or vulnerable adults in a wide range of posts - including most NHS jobs, Prison Service, education and childcare. Employers also face criminal sanctions for knowingly employing a barred individual across a wider range of work; 

· The three former barred lists (POCA, POVA and List 99) are being replaced by two new ISA-barred lists; 
Employers, local authorities, professional regulators and other bodies have a duty to refer to the ISA information about individuals working with children or vulnerable adults where they consider them to have caused harm or pose a risk of harm. Referral forms and referral guidance are available from the ISA website www.isa-gov.org.uk  
Guidance issued in October 2009 can also be accessed from this site. Go to “whats new”, resource library and “VBS guidance”.

· ISA-registration for the Vetting and Barring Scheme does not start for new workers or those moving jobs until July 2010 and ISA-registration does not become mandatory for these workers until November 2010. In the meantime, it is still a statutory requirement for schools to ensure that staff and volunteers are not on the ISA barred list (which has replaced List 99 and Protection of Children Act list) before they commence work.
All other staff will be phased into the scheme from 2011. Further information on how to apply for registration will be provided in due course.

Community Initiatives in Schools
 

In the September Newsletter we advised you of our intention to produce some specific guidance regarding safeguarding and community initiatives developed by schools. This guidance is still planned and it is hoped that it will be available by Easter 2010. We would still welcome information from schools regarding their experiences in organising community events. If you are able to contribute, please contact Kate Davis in the Mid Kent office on 01233 898644. Many thanks to those who have already left their details for contact. These have been held and Kate will contact you shortly.
Independent School event
We have recently been working with Theresa Homewood, the DCPC of Sevenoaks School who sits on the Children Families and Education Directorate’s Child Protection Steering Group. The aim of this work was to consider how best to strengthen our links with and support to colleagues in Independent Schools across Kent. Responses to a questionnaire sent to all schools identified that Designated staff would welcome an opportunity to meet with the Children’s Safeguards Unit and be updated on recent developments and changes.

A very successful session took place in November 2009. Ashford School hosted the morning which was attended by 34 colleagues from Independent schools across Kent (unfortunately the weather and flu bugs worked against us and some staff were unable to attend). 

A range of topics were covered over the morning including Contact Point, Private Fostering and e safety. A general update was also provided.

Evaluations of the questionnaire and this session have identified the wish of DCPCs in Independent schools to have access to Children’s Safeguards Unit training and other networking opportunities. We will continue to work with Theresa and other colleagues and keep you informed of the progress of this. 
Safer Recruitment Update

As you will be aware from the September 2009 Newsletter, the responsibility for this training transferred to the Children’s Workforce Development Council in November 2009. The online training can be accessed via http://www.cwdcouncil.org.uk
Click on “areas of work” then “safeguarding children and young people”

Live training is also available. It is provided jointly by the Schools Personnel Service and the Children’s Safeguards Unit and can be booked via the SPS East Kent office  01227 598763. These courses have proved extremely popular and fill up very quickly, however we are doing our best to provide additional courses to meet the demand. 

We also receive many requests for bespoke training. Again we attempt to respond to these but have been at times extremely frustrated by low attendance. If you request a bespoke session we will ask you to offer places to other local schools to ensure that course is properly attended ( 20-24 places) 

Training
Training Programme for 2009 / 2010

The training programme for the remainder of this academic year is attached. 
This includes Module 1, 2 and Refresher Safeguarding courses for Designated Child Protection Co-ordinators and additional courses aimed at staff with pastoral responsibilities in schools. You will note that some courses are already full. If you are concerned that your school does not have one person sufficiently trained please contact Celia Swain, 01622 696677.
DCPC Module 1

This course is provided for staff new to the DCPC role.  In line with the DCSF Safeguarding Children guidelines the DCPC must be a member of the school leadership team. The course covers the role of the DCPC within school including raising awareness amongst staff, training and induction of staff and volunteers and assessing and making referrals for Children in Need and Children in Need of Protection. Course attendees will receive a resources CD rom containing essential resources and training materials for use within school.
DCPC Module 2

This course aims to build on the learning from Module 1. The whole day course covers the child protection process from referral and assessment to strategy discussions, child protection conferences and core groups. Course applicants will be expected to have completed DCPC Module 1
Refresher Safeguarding Training

This course is provided in line with the DCSF requirement for DCPCs to receive updated training every 2 years. The format includes a general update on key policy and procedural changes followed by opportunities to consider specific areas of practice. If you have a particular issue or area of interest you would like us to include please contact your Area Children’s Officer to discuss this further.
Child Protection for Pastoral Care Staff

This course is aimed at staff who are not Designated Child Protection Co-ordinators but have specific responsibility for providing pastoral care for pupils. This may include Learning Mentors, Student Support Officers and Family Workers. The full day course provides opportunities to consider a range of safeguarding issues.

CHILD PROTECTION TRAINING

2010

Please be aware that initially only one booking per school can be taken, this is to allow colleagues from other schools the opportunity to attend.  A reserve name can be taken should vacancies become available nearer to the training date.
DCPC MODULE 1 COURSES

	Date
	Time
	Venue

	Thursday 14 January 2010
	9.30 -4.30
	The Ark, Dover     FULL

	Tuesday 26 January 2010
	9.30 -4.30
	Grand Burstin Hotel, Folkestone  FULL

	Tuesday 18 May 2010
	9.30 -4.30
	The Friars, Aylesford


DCPC MODULE 2 COURSES

	Date
	Time
	Venue

	Wednesday 10 February 2010
	9.30 -4.30 
	Holiday Inn, Hothfield, Ashford  FULL

	Tuesday 16 March 2010
	9.30 -4.30
	Swanley Banqueting, Clocktower Pavilion FULL

	Wednesday 16 June 2010
	9.30 -4.30 
	Community College, Whitstable


REFRESHER SAFEGUARDING TRAINING

	Thursday 25 March 2010
	9.30 -4.30
	The Friars, Aylesford  FULL

	Wednesday 21 April 2010
	9.30 -4.30
	The Marine Hotel, Tankerton

	Wednesday 26 May 2010
	9.30 -4.30
	Swanley Banqueting, Clocktower Pavilion


PARA PROFESSIONAL TRAINING FOR PASTORAL CARE STAFF 

	Tuesday 2 March 2010
	9.30 -3.30
	Ashford Enterprise Centre

(Towers School)

	Tuesday 29 June 2010
	9.30 -3.30
	Aylesham Family Learning Centre


For bookings or further information please contact:
Celia Swain      Tel: 01622 696677     
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