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Staffing changes

We were extremely sorry to say goodbye last Term to Teresa Young who for the past 5 years has been PA to Kel Arthur. Teresa’s contribution to the smooth running of the CSU was enormous and she will be greatly missed by us all. We wish her the very best of luck in her new role as one of the County’s Emergency Planning Officers. We are in the process of recruiting a replacement to her post.

We have also said a temporary goodbye to Afifa Ali who has moved to cover the Looked After Children Co-ordinator post in East Kent for a 6 month period. Angela Chapman will be covering the Early Years post in East Kent while Afifa is on secondment.

An updated list of CSU staff is attached to this Newsletter.

A new Inter Agency Referral Form

Attached to this Newsletter is the new Inter Agency Referral form which should be used for all referrals to Children’s Social Services from 1st January 2009.

The form was developed by a Multi Agency Group last year and was ratified by the Kent Safeguarding Children Board in November 2008. The form has been designed to be easy to use and includes guidance on its completion. 

A copy of the form for on line completion and other relevant documents can be accessed either from the KSCB website www.kscb.org.uk or the Children’s Safeguards Unit pages on Kent Trust Web.

ContactPoint

As you may know, ContactPoint is a key part of the Every Child Matters programme to improve outcomes for children which is led by the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF).

Contact Point is the basic online directory that is aimed to enable authorised staff who have contact with children to provide better co-ordinated services. In essence ContactPoint will be the quick way for a practitioner to find out who else is working with the same child or young person.

The directory will contain basic details of all children i.e. age, gender, date of birth, address and an identifying number. It will also contain contact details for school, parents, health and other services. It will not include case details, medical or personal information.

It has been recognised that in some exceptional cases revealing their details could put a child or associated person at risk. These may include adopted children or children awaiting adoption, some Looked After children or children in families fleeing from domestic abuse. There are specific arrangements to shield these vulnerable children.
It is expected that many of these children will already be known to the statutory agencies. Agencies such as Children’s Social Services, Youth Offending Services, Police and Health as well as Women’s Refuges are 

currently involved in identifying children requiring screening prior to ContactPoint going live later in 2009. 

If you believe that you have a vulnerable child or children in your school/setting who may be put at risk if basic contact details are 

revealed and who do not appear to be known to other agencies we would suggest you seek advice from your Area Children’s Officer.

Further information is available at  

http://www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/Children/kct_ISI.cfm 
We will continue to provide updates in future Newsletters.

Outdoor educational visits


The system for approval of school trips and visits has been covered in previous Newsletters particularly in respect of the requirement that the gender of supervisory staff must reflect the gender of the young people participating in all residential visits.

We continue to be asked for advice on this aspect of safeguarding on educational visits and residential trips. On occasions this has been very shortly before the trip has been due to take place. In some cases a vital member of staff has had to drop out which has affected the gender balance. In a small number of cases however, this requirement has not been understood during the planning stages.

The national guidance on school visits is quite specific and there is little discretion for local variation. We would therefore recommend that arrangements for trips and visits are made as early as possible so that any potential issues can be identified and addressed.

Information on outdoor education is available at 

http://www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/policy/offsite.cfm 
A useful newsletter giving up to date relevant information can be found at

http://www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/communication/ebulletindetail.cfm?eb_bulletinid=3289

Early Years Foundation Stage

September 1st 2008 saw the introduction of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) for all Foundation stage pupils.  The EYFS guidance document applies to all establishments in both the Private, Voluntary & Independent (PVI) and Maintained sectors who provide care and education for children aged 5 years and under. The document includes guidance in respect of safeguarding children.

Whilst this guidance may present challenges for providers in the PVI sector in ensuring their Safeguarding practice meets its requirements we do not anticipate it will have a great effect on maintained schools. Many of the principles within the EYFS document are the same as those schools already adhere to under “Safeguarding Children and Safer Recruitment in Education”.  

The EYFS document can be found on the following link and if you have any specific queries related to the document, please contact your Area Children’s Officer (Early Years).  

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/eyfs/
Child Death Review Process

From 1st April 2008, it became a statutory responsibility under Working Together to Safeguard Children (2006) for Local Safeguarding Children Boards to review all unexpected deaths of children and young people up to the age of 18 years. 
A multi-agency subgroup of KSCB has been set up for this purpose. This Group is responsible for reviewing all unexpected deaths of children resident in Kent at the time of their death, to identify patterns or trends and consider how such deaths might be prevented in the future.

Reviews are based on information available from those involved in the care of the child or young person both before and immediately after the death.  

As part of this process therefore it will be expected that schools and Early Years settings provide information relating to a child and their family.   We are currently considering the best way to gather this
information from education establishments recognising it will be a distressing time for all those who knew the child involved.  

Further information, including the definition of ‘an unexpected death’, can be found at
  http://www.clusterweb.org.uk/UserFiles/KSCB/File/Newsletter/Child_Death_Review_Process2.pdf  

Training 

The training programme for the remainder of this academic year is attached. This includes Module 1, 2 and Refresher /Safeguarding courses for Designated Child Protection Co-ordinators and additional courses aimed at staff with pastoral responsibilities in schools. 

CHILD PROTECTION TRAINING

2008 – 2009

DCPC MODULE 1 COURSES

	Date
	Time
	Venue

	Wednesday 11 February 2009
	9.30 - 4.30
	The Friars, Aylesford

	Thursday 4 June 2009
	9.30 - 4.30
	Holiday Inn, Hothfield, Ashford


DCPC MODULE 2 COURSES

	Date
	Time
	Venue

	Tuesday 20 January 2009
	9.30 - 4.30 
	The Ark, Dover

	Thursday 26 March 2009
	9.30 - 4.30
	The Friars, Aylesford

	Wednesday 6 May 2009
	9.30 - 4.30 
	Swanley Banqueting, (St Mary's Road)


REFRESHER SAFEGUARDING TRAINING

	Wednesday 28 January 2009
	9.30 - 4.30
	University of Greenwich, Kings Hill

	Thursday 23 April 2009
	9.30 - 4.30
	The Friars, Aylesford

	Tuesday 16 June 2009
	9.30 - 4.30
	Courtstairs Country Club, Ramsgate


PARA PROFESSIONAL TRAINING FOR PASTORAL CARE STAFF 

	Tuesday 17 March 2009
	9.30 - 4.30
	Aylesham Family Learning Centre


For bookings or further information please contact:

Celia Swain: Tel: 01622 696677 

Contact Addresses Children’s Safeguards Service

	Head Office – Sessions House



	Kel Arthur

Head of Service
	Office No: 

Mobile No:
	01622 696366

07786 191359

	Sue Urwin

Children’s Officer (Care Standards)
	Office No:

Mobile No:
	01622 696366

07717 716861

	Mike O’Connell

Children’s Officer (Training and Development)
	Office No:

Mobile No:
	01622 696366

07740 183807

	Celia Swain

PA to Mike O’Connell
	Office No:
	01622 696677

7000 6677

	Kay Ashman

PA to Sue Urwin
	Office No:
	01622 696677

7000 6677


	West Kent – Kings Hill



	Helen Windiate

Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection)
	Office No:

Mobile No:
	01732 525035

07740 183798

	Claire Ray

Area Children’s Officer (Early Years)
	Office No:  
	01732 525381

07920 108828

	Linda Funnell

PA to Helen Windiate and Claire Ray
	Office No:
	01732 525097

7003 5097


	East Kent – Clover House



	Elaine Coutts

Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection)
	Office No:

Mobile No:
	01227 284682

07786 191601

	Angela Chapman

Area Children’s Officer (Early Years)
	Office No:
Mobile No:
	01227 284566
07717 895731

	Kerry Oliver

PA to Elaine Coutts and Afifa Al
	Office No:


	01227 284566

7679 4556


	Mid Kent – Kroner House



	Kate Davis

Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection)
	Office No:

Mobile No:
	01233 898644

07740 183797

	Tracey Scott

Area Children's Officer (Early Years)
	Office No:

Mobile No
	01233 898696

07825 633811

	Jill Taylor

PA to Kate Davis 
	Office No:


	01233 898696

7001 8696

	Sharon Hammond

PA to Tracey Scott
	Office No
	01233 898696

7001 8696


NB:  Situations involving allegations against members of staff must be discussed with one of the above prior to any action being taken. Urgent out of hours CP Calls should be directed to County Duty Service on 08458 247100
Contact Addresses Children’s Safeguards Service

Kel Arthur : Safeguarding Policy & Standards Manager and Local Authority Designated Officer

Sessions House

County Hall

Maidstone

ME14 1XQ

PA : Teresa Young

Helen Windiate : Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection) West Kent

17 Kings Hill Avenue

Kings Hill

West Malling

Kent  ME19 4UL

PA : Linda Funnell

Claire Ray: Area Children’s Officer (Early Years) West Kent

Kings Hill

PA: Linda Funnell

Elaine Coutts: Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection) East Kent

Clover House

John Wilson Business Park

Thanet Way

Whitstable

Kent  CT5 3QZ

PA : Kerry Oliver

Angie Chapman: Area Children's Officer ( Early Years) East Kent

Clover House

PA: Kerry Oliver

Kate Davis : Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection) Mid Kent

Kroner House

Eurogate Business Park
Ashford

Kent  TN24 8XU

PA : Jill Taylor

Tracey Scott : Area Children's Officer (Early Years) Mid Kent

Kroner House

PA: Sharon Hammond
Mike O’Connell : Children’s Officer (Training & Development)

Sessions House

County Hall

Maidstone

ME14 1XQ

PA : Celia Swain

Sue Urwin : Children’s Officer (Care Standards)

Sessions House

County Hall

Maidstone

ME14 1XQ

PA: Kay Ashman
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