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Newsletter

Welcome to the new look Child Protection Newsletter. We have responded to requests from DCPCs to continue to send a hard copy of this to schools since many of you have told us that this is the most helpful format. In the interests of economy however this will no longer be in colour! You are reminded that the Newsletter can also be accessed on the CSU site of Kent Trust Web http://www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/Children/safeguards_reports.cfm
You are also reminded that the Kent Safeguarding Children Board Manager produces a Newsletter three times a year. This contains information on a range of interesting subjects and we would encourage 

you to read this. The July 2008 Newsletter can be accessed on www.kscb.org.uk 

Serious Case Reviews (Guidelines for Safeguarding Record Keeping in schools)

Kent Safeguarding Children Board has a duty to conduct a Serious Case Review (SCR) under Part 8 of Working Together (2006) when a child dies and abuse or neglect is known or suspected to be a factor. A  SCR may also be undertaken when a child has sustained a life-threatening injury or serious impairment of health and development and the case gives rise to concerns about the way agencies have worked together.  The purpose of a Serious Case Review is to:

· Establish whether there are lessons to be learned from a case about the way in which local professionals and agencies work together to safeguard children.

· Identify clearly what those lessons are, how they will be acted upon and what is expected to change as a result, and hence

· improve inter-agency working and better safeguard and promote the welfare of children.

A member of the Children’s Safeguards Unit writes the Individual Agency Management Report for the Education Service. This involves presenting information gathered from case files and interviews of key staff in schools and services involved in the child’s case.  This single agency report helps to inform the multi-agency Serious Case Review Panel. Similar reports from other agencies are considered and a combined report including recommendations for further action is submitted to KSCB.

Two recent cases, Cameron (2007) and Bethany (2007) highlighted concerns about safeguarding record keeping in education services.  As a result of this, the CSU has developed record keeping Guidelines for Schools. It is imperative that all schools have access to these Guidelines so we have taken the decision to attach these to this term’s Newsletter. We strongly advise Headteachers and DCPCs to follow this guidance.

Please do not hesitate to contact your Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection) or Kel Arthur (contact details at the end of this Newsletter) if you would like to discuss this further. The Guidelines can also be 

accessed via the CSU page on Kent Trust Web – accessed through http://www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/Children/safeguards_policy.cfm
Risk assessment and domestic abuse: the multi-agency model of intervention - MARAC (Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference)

The Marac model of intervention involves risk assessment in cases of domestic abuse to identify those at highest risk and plan a multi-agency response. A MARAC aims to reduce the risk of serious harm or death for a victim of domestic abuse and to increase the safety, health and wellbeing of victims, both adults and children. Local agencies meet to discuss the highest risk victims of domestic abuse in their area. Information about the risks faced by those victims, the actions needed to ensure safety and the resources available locally are shared and used to create a risk management plan involving all agencies. This model is currently being used in Maidstone but is soon due to be implemented across the County.

What this means for you.

Staff in schools are able to refer a person at high risk of harm from domestic abuse to the MARAC (your Area Children’s Officer will be able to help you with this).

You may be contacted by an Area Children’s Officer requesting information about a child due to be considered at a MARAC. Information can legitimately be shared when it is necessary to prevent a crime, protect the health and/or safety of the victim and/or the rights and freedoms of those who are victims of violence and/or their children.

You may be requested to facilitate a meeting or offer additional support to a parent or child.

The process may provide you with valuable information with regard to home circumstances that will enable you to understand a child within the school context and support them more effectively.

A simple guide to parental responsibility

Many consultations with the Children’s Safeguards Unit require the issue of who has “parental responsibility” for a child or children to be clarified. The concept of parental responsibility (PR) comes from the 1989 Children Act. It is about parents having responsibility towards 

their children rather than rights over them.  Parental responsibility covers all the rights, duties, powers, responsibilities and authority that a parent has towards a child in law.

A three page guide has been prepared to answer the questions we are frequently asked regarding this issue. This can be accessed on http://www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/Children/safeguards_policy.cfm  or through your Area Children’s Officer.

Low Referrals for Private Fostering Arrangements

The Private Fostering Annual Report to the KSCB was published on the 27th June 2008. The Annual Report provides an evaluation of the Local Authority’s work in relation to privately fostered children in Kent and aims to provide information on how the needs and welfare of this group of children are actively promoted and safeguarded.

While numbers of referrals have risen overall, referrals from agencies other than Children’s Social Services remain at a very low level. Only 9% of all private fostering referrals came from the Education Service (including schools and EWOs). The private fostering legislation does not place a statutory duty on other professionals such as teachers.  There is however a clear expectation that all child care professionals are able to identify and recognise the vulnerability of this group of children. 

As a gentle reminder, details of the children who might fall into this category were set out in the January 2008 Child Protection Newsletter. A new awareness raising campaign will take place in the autumn culminating in a National campaign between the 19th and 26th January 2009. In the meantime, if you have any queries or questions about Private Fostering or you are not sure whether a child in your school is the subject of such an arrangement please contact Sarah Hammond who is the Lead Officer for Private Fostering for the County. Sarah can be contacted at Sessions House on 01622 684801.

Professional disagreements

As the CSU prepares its Annual report of Safeguarding activity over the past academic year we have become aware of an increasing number of situations where consultations have required the direct intervention of an Area Children’s Officer. This has often been necessary when staff in schools have found themselves in disagreement with Children’s Social Services colleagues over the handling of individual cases. We are pleased 

to say that in many cases these disagreements have been resolved. In some situations however, DCPCs or Headteachers have not consulted the CSU but have written letters of complaint to Senior Officers. These 

cases are then brought to our attention, often for the first time. This is to remind you that the KSCB Safeguarding Children Procedure 14.6.1 outlines the processes in place to resolve professional disagreements. This includes consultation with your Area Children’s Officer who acts as the Lead professional for child protection in the education service. Please do not hesitate to contact your ACO. We will be happy to discuss your concerns and support you appropriately.

Training Programme for 2008 / 2009

The training programme for the next year is attached. This includes Module 1, 2 and Refresher /Safeguarding courses for Designated Child Protection Co-ordinators and additional courses aimed at staff with pastoral responsibilities in schools. 

DCPC Module 1

This course is provided for staff new to the DCPC role.  In line with the DCSF Safeguarding Children guidelines the DCPC must be a member of the school leadership team. The course covers the role of the DCPC within school including raising awareness amongst staff, training and induction of staff and volunteers and assessing and making referrals for Children in Need and Children in Need of Protection.
DCPC Module 2

This course aims to build on the learning from Module 1. The whole day course covers the child protection process from referral and assessment to strategy discussions, child protection conferences and core groups. Course applicants will be expected to have completed DCPC Module 1
Refresher Safeguarding Training

This course is provided in line with the DCSF requirement for DCPCs to receive updated training every 2 years. The format includes a general update on key policy and procedural changes followed by opportunities to consider specific areas of practice. If you have a particular issue or area of interest you would like us to include please contact your Area Children’s Officer to discuss this further.
Child Protection for Pastoral Care Staff

This course is aimed at staff who are not Designated Child Protection Co-ordinators but have specific responsibility for providing pastoral care for pupils. This may include Learning Mentors, Student Support Officers and Family Workers. The full day course provides opportunities to consider a range of safeguarding issues.

CHILD PROTECTION TRAINING

2008 - 2009

DCPC MODULE 1 COURSES

Date
Time
Venue

Thursday 9 October 2008
9.30 - 4.30
The Abbey School, Faversham

Tuesday 4 November 2008
9.30 - 4.30
Cobham Hall School, Gravesend

Thursday 27 November 2008
9.30 - 4.30
The Burlington Hotel, Folkestone

Wednesday 11 February 2009
9.30 - 4.30
The Friars, Aylesford

Thursday 4 June 2009
9.30 - 4.30
Holiday Inn, Hothfield, Ashford

DCPC MODULE 2 COURSES

Date
Time
Venue

Thursday 20 November 2008
9.30 - 4.30
Holiday Inn, Hothfield, Ashford 

Tuesday 20 January 2009
9.30 - 4.30 
The Ark, Dover

Thursday 26 March 2009
9.30 - 4.30
The Friars, Aylesford

Wednesday 6 May 2009
9.30 - 4.30 
Swanley Banqueting, (St Mary's Road)

REFRESHER SAFEGUARDING TRAINING

Wednesday 28 January 2009
9.30 - 4.30
University of Greenwich, Kings Hill

Thursday 23 April 2009
9.30 - 4.30
The Friars, Aylesford

Tuesday 16 June 2009
9.30 - 4.30
Courtstairs Country Club, Ramsgate

PARA PROFESSIONAL TRAINING FOR PASTORAL CARE STAFF 

Tuesday 14 October 2008
9.30 - 4.30
Ashford Enterprise Centre

Wednesday 3 December 2008
9.30 - 4.30
Riverside Family Learning Centre, Gravesend

Tuesday 17 March 2009
9.30 - 4.30
Aylesham Family Learning Centre

For bookings or further information please contact:

Celia Swain: Tel: 01622 696677 

Contact Addresses Children’s Safeguards Service

Head Office – Sessions House



Kel Arthur

Head of Service
Office No: 

Mobile No:
01622 696366

07786 191359

Sue Urwin

Children’s Officer (Care Standards)
Office No:

Mobile No:
01622 696366

07717 716861

Mike O’Connell

Children’s Officer (Training and Development)
Office No:

Mobile No:
01622 696366

07740 183807

Celia Swain

PA to Mike O’Connell
Office No:
01622 696677

7000 6677

Teresa Young 

PA to Kel Arthur 
Office No:


01622 696366

7000 6366

Kay Ashman

PA to Sue Urwin
Office No:
01622 696677

7000 6677

West Kent – Kings Hill



Helen Windiate

Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection)
Office No:

Mobile No:
01732 525035

07740 183798

Claire Ray

Area Children’s Officer (Early Years)
Office No:  
01732 525381

07920 108828

Linda Funnell

PA to Helen Windiate and Claire Ray
Office No:
01732 525097

7003 5097

East Kent – Clover House



Elaine Coutts

Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection)
Office No:

Mobile No:
01227 284682

07786 191601

Afifa Ali

Area Children's Officer (Early Years)
Office No:

Mobile No
01227 284566

07825 633810

Kerry Oliver

PA to Elaine Coutts and Afifa Ali
Office No:


01227 284566

7679 4556

Mid Kent – Kroner House



Kate Davis

Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection)

and Angela Chapman

Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection)
Office No:

Mobile No:

Mobile No:
01233 898644

07740 183797

07717 895731

Tracey Scott

Area Children's Officer (Early Years)
Office No:

Mobile No
01233 898696

07825 633811

Jill Taylor

PA to Kate Davis and Angela Chapman
Office No:


01233 898696

7001 8696

Sharon Hammond

PA to Tracey Scott
Office No
01233 898696

7001 8696

NB:  Situations involving allegations against members of staff must be discussed with one of the above prior to any action being taken.

Contact Addresses Children’s Safeguards Service

Kel Arthur : Safeguarding Policy & Standards Manager and Local Authority Designated Officer

Sessions House

County Hall

Maidstone

ME14 1XQ

PA : Teresa Young

Helen Windiate : Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection) West Kent

17 Kings Hill Avenue

Kings Hill

West Malling

Kent  ME19 4UL

PA : Linda Funnell

Claire Ray: Area Children’s Officer (Early Years) West Kent

Kings Hill

PA: Linda Funnell

Elaine Coutts : Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection) East Kent

Clover House

John Wilson Business Park

Thanet Way

Whitstable

Kent  CT5 3QZ

PA : Kerry Oliver

Afifa Ali : Area Children's Officer ( Early Years) East Kent

Clover House

PA: Kerry Oliver

Kate Davis and Angela Chapman Area Children’s Officer (Child Protection) Mid Kent

Kroner House

Eurogate Business Park
Ashford

Kent  TN24 8XU

PA : Jill Taylor

Tracey Scott : Area Children's Officer (Early Years) Mid Kent

Kroner House

PA: Sharon Hammond
Mike O’Connell : Children’s Officer (Training & Development)

Sessions House

County Hall

Maidstone

ME14 1XQ

PA : Celia Swain

Sue Urwin : Children’s Officer (Care Standards)

Sessions House

County Hall

Maidstone

ME14 1XQ

PA: Kay Ashman
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