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Where every child matters




COUNTY STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP FOR DISABLED CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES

VISION STATEMENT

Kent Children’s Trust Board believes in the right of disabled children and young people and their families to live as ordinary a life as possible.   Our overarching aim is to enable disabled children and young people and their parents/carers to have an active role in developing their own life plans and shaping flexible and responsive services to meet their aspirations.  This means unconditional levels of support for some children, to ensure their involvement and inclusion in society so that they achieve as individuals.  

To ensure this happens, Kent’s Children’s Trust Board will build in to the strategy four critical components, that together will make truly effective services for disabled children and young people:

· Services meet families’ needs

· Families participate in everyday life

· Services recognise that children grow and move on

· Services recognise, recruit and develop the right people

The strategy to achieve the Core Offer in “Aiming High for Disabled Children:  Better Support for Families” (attached as Appendix 1) is based on the following principles:

· We recognise that there are a number of disabling barriers* to overcome for disabled children, young people and their families.

· Disabled children, young people and their families know what services are available to them.  Families are supported to continue to care for their child(ren) at home because they are empowered to find their own ways to meet the needs of their disabled child, their other children and themselves.

· Disabled young people are supported to leave home and live as independently as possible within their local community.

· Services are available at the times disabled children, young people and their families need them, including during family crises, on an equitable basis across the county.

· Services have clear outcomes and need to be monitored and evaluated regularly with families contributing to this.

Kent Children’s Trust is committed to the “Every disabled Child Matters” Local Authority and PCT Charters and is working towards achieving their aims by December 2009  (attached as Appendices 2a and b).  The Trust recognises the extraordinary input necessary to achieve the five “Every Child Matters” outcomes for disabled children during that time, and beyond.

Success is dependent upon:

· Knowing what is happening currently

· Working in partnership with other agencies and the voluntary and community sector

· Changing cultures within established services and settings

· Transforming service provision

· Providing good information, easily accessible

· Ensuring robust parent participation and influence on service design

· Providing flexible and responsive services when they are needed and where they are needed 

· Establishing integrated child-centred processes for working with disabled children from referral through assessment to delivery

· Establishing transparency, including clear information-giving and decision-making

· Developing the workforce

*The social model of disability is described as “the disadvantage experienced by an   

individual, resulting from barriers to independence and inclusion, which impact on people with impairments”.
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