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KENT LA's ACCESSIBILITY STRATEGY 2007 – 2010

Context

This document fulfils the responsibility of the LA, under The SEN Code of Practice 2001 and section 28D of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA 1995), to produce an accessibility strategy to show how the LA will: -

· Increase the extent to which all children and young people with a disability can participate in the schools’ curriculum;

· Improve the physical environment of the schools for the purpose of increasing the extent to which all children and young people with a disability are able to take advantage of education and associated services provided or offered by the schools; and

· Improve the delivery to all children and young people with a disability of information that is provided in writing for children and young people who do not have a disability.

The LA accessibility strategy must be in writing, kept under review, revised as necessary, and implemented.

The LA strategy will be monitored by LA OfSTED inspection (under Section 38 of the Education Act 1997).

Schools also have a duty, under Section 28D of the DDA 1995, to produce an accessibility plan.  The planning duty came into force in September 2002 but LAs and schools were not expected to have them in place immediately.  Both the LA and schools had to have the accessibility strategy and plans in place by April 2003. 

Disability Discrimination Act 2005

The Disability Equality Duty - LA and School Accessibility Plans

The LA and secondary schools must have a Disability Equality Plan in place by 4 December 2006 and primary schools, special schools and pupil referral units by 3 December 2007.

The LA’s Disability Equality Scheme came into effect on 4 December 2006 and is available at  http://www.kent.gov.uk/publications/council-and-democracy/disability-equality-scheme.htm
The duty requires schools, when carrying out their functions, to have due regard to the need to:

· promote equality of opportunity between disabled people and other people;

· eliminate discrimination that is unlawful under the Disability Discrimination Act;

· eliminate harassment of disabled people that is related to their disability;

· promote positive attitudes towards disabled people;

· encourage participation by disabled people in public life;

· take steps to meet disabled people’s needs, even if this requires more favourable treatment.

The Duty builds on schools’ responsibilities under Parts 2, 3 and 4 and the school’s scheme is required to show how the school is meeting its general duty to promote disability equality across all its areas of responsibility. 

In developing their scheme it may be helpful for schools to recognise that, by their very nature, the duties in the DDA may have taken schools different distances on their journey towards promoting disability equality, for example the duties in Parts 3 and 4 are owed to the generality of disabled service users and children and young people.  This means that schools are already required to think ahead and anticipate what they may need to do for disabled service users and children and young people.  This in turn may mean that schools have developed a more proactive approach in these areas. 

In developing their approach to the Duty, schools may find that they will need to do more work in respect of some parts of the DDA than others. 

In respect of Part 4 duties, schools that are already making reasonable adjustments at a whole school level and have a well-developed accessibility plan may find that they are well on the way to meeting the Duty in respect of disabled children and young people. 

Links to the accessibility planning duties

The school’s accessibility plan can be a good starting point and a plan can be extended and strengthened to meet the requirements of a scheme.  However, it is important to recognise that a scheme goes wider than a plan:

· it includes disabled staff, parents, carers and others as well as children and young people;

· the involvement of disabled people is a requirement;

· the gathering of information is a requirement.

These materials show how schools to involve disabled children and young people and gather and analyse information as part of accessibility planning.  Where schools have adopted this approach in their accessibility plan, they will find it relatively straightforward to extend this approach to disabled staff, parents, carers and others in their scheme.  

Improving Access for disabled children and young people: school plans -  might include an analysis of:

· the presence of disabled children and young people, for example: how many disabled        children and young people there are in the school, which impairment groups are represented, or not represented, in the school;

· the participation of disabled children and young people across the life of the school, for example: in curricular and extra-curricular activities, in positions of responsibility; the factors affecting participation, for example: policies on medication, bullying, access; 

· achievements of disabled children and young people as reflected in, for example: exams, accredited learning, achievements in extra-curricular activities, broader outcomes such as those set out in Every Child Matters. 

The definition of disability is very broad.  The Disability Discrimination Act 1995 states that: -

A person has a disability if he or she has a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his or her ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.

Physical or mental impairment includes sensory impairments and also hidden impairments (for example, mental illness or mental health problems, Learning difficulties, dyslexia, autism and conditions such as diabetes or epilepsy).  People with severe disfigurements are also covered.

A pupil with a disability has a special educational need if they need any special educational provision to be made for them to access school education.  Children and young people may have either a disability or special educational need or both.

Governors and Headteachers should note that any part of a building open to the public (e.g. all lettings, public performances, etc.) must be fully accessible by October 2003 under Part III of the DDA 1995 Act.

Attitudes to and experience of inclusion of children and young people with disabilities

It is recognised that the culture and organisation of schools underpin attitudes to inclusion of children and young people with disabilities.  Early indications show that while many schools are developing highly inclusive practices and are positive about their ability to cater for children and young people with a disability, others have concerns about their ability to be responsive to this wider range of needs. At the heart of the Kent Accessibility Strategy is the recognition that everything possible should and can be done to build, develop and adapt the curriculum, physical environment and method/style of communication to include children and young people with such needs by design and intent.  The expectation is that everything that is deemed reasonable will be done to cater for such need.

Barriers to access for children and young people with a disability

Kent is a large county with a diverse range of building stock and a mix of urban and rural schools.  All schools must plan for increased access for children and young people with disabilities through their accessibility plan.  Not all will be able to achieve 100% accessibility for all disabilities due to factors relating to their building.  However, even if full physical access is not possible, schools should be able to make organisational adjustments to accommodate children and young people with physical disabilities where only partial access to the building is possible (e.g. timetabling lessons in accessible classrooms close to wheelchair accessible toilet and washroom facilities).  Schools should be able to provide full access to children and young people with sensory and Learning disabilities.

Kent currently has a range of specialist provision in maintained special schools and in units and designations attached to mainstream schools.  The Special School Review, currently being undertaken, will address the shortage of provision for some needs in some locations and the oversupply in others.  There is a shortage of provision for children and young people on the autistic continuum and children and young people with behavioural needs. Too many Kent children and young people are currently placed in out-county provision and often these children and young people have high levels of need.
Access in respect of children and young people and people with Physical Disabilities and/or Sensory Impairments 

The Disability Discrimination Act requires that where a physical feature makes it impossible or unreasonably difficult for disabled people to make use of the service, reasonable steps must be taken to remove it, alter it, or provide a reasonable means of avoiding the feature.

Physical features include: steps, stairways, kerbs, exterior surfaces and paving, parking areas, building entrances and exits (including emergency escape routes), internal and external doors, gates, toilet and washing facilities, public facilities (such as telephones, counters or service desks), lighting and ventilation, lifts and escalators. 

This is not an exhaustive list of features, which are not confined to buildings or the indoor environment. They could include seating in a garden, stiles and paths and fixed signs.

Access Audits would identify the main areas that will impact on access such as:

Car parks and footpaths
Ramps and ramp systems

Doors and door controls
Lifts and lifting devices

Sanitary conveniences
Handrails and hardware

Signage and way finding
Lighting and acoustics

Finishes and decorations
Furniture and equipment

Stairs/stairways
Emergency access routes

Medical rooms
Toileting and changing facilities

Communications, alarms & security systems


Access audit and review of accessibility of all maintained schools for anyone with Physical Disabilities and/or Sensory Impairments

The following has been taken into account in determining the LA strategy: -

Audit data

Cluster, District and area strategies have been developed based on available data.  These strategies will be expanded and developed using more detailed survey analysis.

Having 100% access to teaching areas does not necessarily mean that a school is fully accessible.  Many schools do not have wheelchair accessible toilet and washroom facilities and some schools have significant access difficulties to non-teaching accommodation.

According to the 2006 data 21% of secondary and 24% of primary schools could be classed as being fully accessible providing children and young people with physical disability full access to all teaching areas.  However, improvements may still be needed in many of these schools to ensure easy movement around the school, and to provide improvements for children and young people with sensory impairments. 

Access in Respect of Children and young people with Significant Learning, Behavioural or Communication and Interaction Needs

The LA Accessibility Strategy recognises and addresses the crucially important issues related to improving access for children and young people with these particular difficulties.  The LA supports schools in developing school accessibility plans to enhance inclusion opportunities for children and young people with significant Learning, behavioural or communication and interaction needs.

This may, for example, include children and young people with profound and complex Learning difficulties or specific Learning difficulties, such as dyslexia or dyspraxia, complex emotional or behavioural difficulties, or those presenting challenging behaviours arising from other complex needs such as autism, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder or obsessive-compulsive disorder.

While the expectation is that the majority of these needs will be met through school accessibility plans and the development of whole school approaches, enhanced curriculum access for some of these children and young people will be achieved through the development of resourced mainstream provision.  In addition to the potential need for physical changes and adaptations, this type of provision may also require specialist teacher, therapy and/or teaching support or peripatetic support and advice, materials, and/or training in specific teaching and Learning approaches.

Strategies and Targets 

Building Access

All building projects that adapt, replace or add to existing building stock must also improve accessibility.

All building projects where additional school places are provided must:

· be fully accessible

· provide appropriate washroom facilities

· have included, at the feasibility stage, an analysis of the present and future access needs of children and young people within the district.  Following that analysis the building should be designed to meet those needs.

Targets to be achieved by 2009/10

(a)
All Kent children and young people with physical disabilities will have access to an appropriate Kent maintained school for primary education and a Kent maintained school or Academy for secondary education. Travel time to primary provision will be no longer than 45 minutes and to secondary provision no longer than one hour. 


(b)
The number of primary age children and young people attending fully accessible schools, including the provision of appropriate toileting, changing facilities and adaptations for children with visual and hearing difficulties, will be increased by 20%

  
(c )
The number of secondary age children and young people attending fully accessible schools, including the provision of appropriate toileting and changing facilities and adaptations for children with visual and hearing difficulties, will be increased by 15%


(d)
At least two primary schools, in different parts of each district, will be able to meet high dependency needs.  Such schools will have hoists in toilets and physical management areas and appropriate space for all programmes including therapy programmes.


(e)
There will be at least two secondary schools in each area of Kent that can meet similar high dependency needs.

Access in Respect of Children and young people with Significant Learning, Behavioural or Communication and Interaction Needs
.   


(a)
All Kent children and young people with these disabilities will have access to an appropriate Kent mainstream, resourced mainstream or special school for both primary and secondary education within an hour’s travel to ensure out-county placement or attendance at a non-maintained, independent school is unnecessary.

(b) 
The number of secondary age children and young people attending fully accessible schools for children and young people with these difficulties will be increased by 15%.


Resources

Some of this work will be undertaken by schools using their Delegated Capital Fund and Devolved Capital Fund for building maintenance and improvement informed by an accessibility audit of the school. This funding should be considered to resource school accessibility plans, with access for children and young people with any and all disabilities considered whenever planning for maintenance work (e.g. internal redecoration, replacing floor coverings, replacing broken door furniture) is undertaken.

Building Schools for the Future and Primary Capital Programme – The LA anticipates that this will improve facilities and access in a number of secondary schools.

Capital Building Programme and Modernisation Programme – The LA has funding for provision of new school places in areas of population growth, for upgrading existing school accommodation in support of standards of teaching and Learning and school building modernisation projects for those schools that are either outside of the BSF and Primary Capital Programmes or require major investment ahead of when they would feature in these programmes. All projects will incorporate measures to provide/improve accessibility.

Disability Discrimination Act Capital Funding - £500,000 available 2007/8. This funding supports the access audits and subsequent work to address the Disability Discrimination Act. 

Schools Access Initiative - is specifically available to the LA to implement improvements within the overall LA accessibility strategy for children and young people with disabilities. Funding available is:


£2,467,000 - 2007/8

Use of Resources and Prioritising

The LA will work in partnership with Clusters and schools to enhance the curriculum access of all children and young people whose difficulties and/or impairments amount to a disability as defined by the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and the SEN and Disability Act 2001. Support for funding for the capital costs of this type of provision will come from School Access Initiative funding to be made available to individual schools or groups of schools as appropriate to address any particular curriculum access needs of individual children and young people or groups of children and young people with these types of disability. 

Within the context of the overall LA Accessibility Strategy priority is given to : -

· capital projects that provide accessibility in the locality to Kent children and young people who currently need to attend non-Kent maintained out-county residential and day provision.

· capital projects that provide accessibility in the locality to Kent children and young people who currently need to attend school on a residential basis and/or those who need to travel relatively large distances to a suitable provision.

The LA will work in partnership with Clusters and all Kent maintained schools to identify opportunities in each district to increase accessibility for these groups of children and young people and particularly invites Clusters of schools to put forward combined cross-phase accessibility projects that contribute to smooth and effective transition for children and young people with a disability in the local community.

Additional revenue costs associated with increased local accessibility in resourced mainstream provisions will be funded through savings made on the out-county fees budget and SEN transport budget in respect of the groups of children and young people concerned.

Training

The Standards Fund and the AEN/SEN budget delegated to schools provides funds for schools to use to meet identified training needs.  The LA also retained a proportion of Standards Fund to plan and deliver training centrally. 
The funding available to the LA and schools for training to promote curriculum accessibility is provided in by the Standards Fund and delegated and non-delegated resources.

The LA will provide a training framework for each SEN dimension – 

Kent has published on Clusterweb
 an SEN Training Manual which concentrates on ensuring an appropriate level of competency in skill, knowledge and understanding to support specific groups of children and young people within the four dimensions of need outlined in the SEN Code of Practice 2001.  Communication and interaction; behaviour, emotional and social development need; cognition and learning; and sensory and/or physical.  It also pays particular attention to the needs of the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator and to those responsible for care.

Provision of information

The LA through Cluster multi-agency working will negotiate access to information re-formatting services, including Braille, pictorial, large print, plain text, for all Kent Schools. The LA will also work in partnership with the voluntary, independent and non-maintained sectors as appropriate to provide support. 

Monitoring arrangements

The overall accessibility strategy is subject to LA OfSTED inspection.  Success criteria within the strategy will be monitored by the Children Families and Education senior management team.

(((((((((((((((((
� (This may, for example, include pupils with profound and complex learning difficulties or specific learning difficulties, such as dyslexia or dyspraxia, complex emotional or behavioural difficulties, or those presenting challenging behaviours arising from other complex needs such as autism, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder or obsessive-compulsive disorder.)�


� Clusterweb is the Kent Extranet site for schools and professionals who work with schools and can be accessed at � HYPERLINK http://www.clusterweb.org ��www.clusterweb.org�. 





PAGE  
3

_1235908594.doc
[image: image1.png]






