SCHOOL CATEGORIES- A SUMMARY OF RESPONSIBLITIES

	
	Community
	Voluntary Controlled
	Voluntary Aided
	Foundation
	Trust

	Governing Bodies 

(Composition and Support)
	Membership varies between 9 – 20 and includes parent: LA: Staff and Community categories of governors.  Sponsor governors form an optional additional group.  The headteacher may opt out of membership if s/he chooses.

	
	
	An additional category of foundation governors applies. These will be appointed by the Foundation, normally the Diocese. At aided schools foundation governors will be in the majority.
	Foundation governors will be appointed where there is a Foundation.  Where there is no Foundation (e.g. former GM schools which were originally County schools), then partnership governors will be appointed.
	A trust can be a minority or majority trust and will have an additional category of Foundation governors which will be appointed by the trust. 

	
	The LA employs governor support staff to advise and assist with governor appointments and all governing body issues.

	Building & Land Issues
	LA owns building & land
	Ownership of buildings normally with Foundation Body (usually church trustees). LA usually owns playing fields.
	Foundation body owns land & buildings, The land of Foundation schools without a foundation is held on trust by the governing body. 

	The school’s land and buildings to be held by the trust on trust for the duration of the trust relationship with the school.

	
	Responsibility for day-today operation of land and premises, including out of hours use, rests primarily with the Governing Body.

	
	The LA may make directions as to use of premises to varying degrees.

	
	Maintenance shared with LA in accordance with Fair Funding arrangements. Capital projects, LA responsibility.


	Governors responsible for external maintenance of building and capital improvements (can bid for 90% DCSF grant).  Other maintenance costs are shared with the LA in accordance with Fair Funding Arrangements
	Responsibility for maintenance is shared by the governing body with LA in line with Fair Funding arrangements. LA responsible for capital costs.

	
	Governors may opt to meet insurance costs in line with Fair Funding arrangements

	School Organisation
	LA publishes proposals for new schools, alterations and closures after consultation and reference to School Organisation Committee 
	The “promoter” (usually the Diocesan Authority or Governing Body) publishes proposals for new schools and alterations to existing schools. The LA or the Governing Body may publish proposals for closure. In both cases the body responsible for publication will also be responsible for consultation and reference to the School Organisation Committee.
	The LA or “promoter” publishes proposals for new schools. The LA or the Governing Body publishes proposals for alterations or closure. The responsible body in each case undertakes consultations and reference to School Organisation Committee.

	Admissions
	LA is admissions authority and determines the admission policy and has responsibility for arranging appeals hearings.
	Governing Body is admissions authority and determine the admissions policy with compliance to DCSF regulations and School Admissions Code.  They are responsible for arranging their own appeals hearings.

	
	
	Parental wishes for a denominational school may be given higher priority.
	
	

	Staffing
	The LA is the Legal employer of all staff and required to observe the School Teachers’ Pay and Conditions document
	Governing Body is the Legal employer of all staff and required to observe the School Teachers’ Pay and Conditions document. (unless employed by outside contractor)

	
	Under Fair Funding arrangements all schools will have the ability to purchase a full range of personnel services from the LA.

	OfSTED 
	The LA supports all schools, both pre and post OfSTED inspection through District Advisory and Consultancy staff. The LA’s Education Development plan included a wide range of measures to support schools and assist with the improvement of teaching and learning.

	Finance
	All schools are funded by the LA through delegated formula allocations for their day-day running costs.

	
	
	Rates are funded at 20% (to reflect 80% discount received.)

	
	VAT is recoverable on all expenditure from LA funds.

	
	
	VAT is not recoverable on governors’ liability for maintenance and capital property expenditure funded with DCSF grants or Governors own funds.
	
	

	
	
	Property insurance funding is reduced to reflect the division of responsibility between KCC and the sponsoring body (usually church) as detailed in the ‘Blue Book’.
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