Guidance to School Governors on responsibilities relating to Religious Education and Collective Worship in Schools

Part 1

This information includes some references to the non-statutory guidance by the DCSF on Religious Education in schools.  This guidance can be found at:

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/_doc/14671/Religious%20education%20guidance%20in%20English%20schools%202010.pdf
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROVISION OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

1.
Religious Education must be provided for all registered pupils in full time education except those withdrawn at their parents’ request.  (Reference: section 3, page 10 of the DCSF guidance)
· The law relating to Religious Education for pupils who are not yet in key stage 1 is different from that relating to subjects of the National Curriculum.  As Religious Education must be taught to ‘all registered pupils at the school’, it includes pupils in reception classes, but not those in nursery classes or play groups.

· By the same law, religious education must be provided for all students in school sixth forms (but not those in Sixth Form Colleges, which must provide Religious Education for all students wishing to receive it).
· Special Schools must comply with this requirement by ensuring that every pupil receives Religious Education as far as is practicable.

2.
Religious Education must be taught in accordance with an Agreed Syllabus in Community schools, Foundation schools and Voluntary Controlled schools.  (1966 Act, Ch 56, S376 (1); 1998 Act, CH 31 S351 (1)).  In Kent, the locally Agreed Syllabus is the Kent Agreed Syllabus 2006.  
· In Foundation and Voluntary Controlled schools with a religious foundation, parents may request Religious Education in accordance with the school’s trust deed, or in accordance with the beliefs or denomination specified in the designation of the school.

· In Voluntary Aided schools with a religious character, Religious Education is taught in accordance with the Trust Deed, or with the beliefs or denomination specified in the designation of the school, to reflect the religious character of the foundation.  A governing body may accept a recommendation from their diocese to adopt the Agreed Syllabus.
3.
In schools where an Agreed Syllabus applies, religious education must be non-denominational, but teaching about denominational differences is permitted.  Syllabuses must not be designed to convert pupils, or to urge a particular religion or religious belief on pupils.  (Education Act 1944 – Section 26 (2))

4.
The Headteacher, along with the governing body and the Local Authority, is responsible for the provision of religious education in Foundation and Community maintained schools and in Voluntary Controlled schools.  (ERA 1988-10 (1) (b))

5.
Religious Education is statutorily required to be included alongside the National Curriculum as part of the ‘basic curriculum’.  RE has equal standing with other National Curriculum subjects. (Reference: section 3, page 10 of the DCSF guidance)
The Programmes of Study with the Kent Agreed Syllabus have been developed on the assumption that a reasonable time is provided for Religious Education.  

6.
As part of the curriculum, Religious Education should promote the ‘spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils and prepare pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life and society

(ERA 1988 – 1 (2) (a & b); DCSF Guidance – section 2, page 7)
In particular the DCSF guidance (section 1, page 5) says: Cross-curriculum dimensions such as identity, cultural diversity and community cohesion provide important unifying themes that help young people make sense of the world and give education relevance.  They reflect the major ideas and challenges that face individuals and society and can provide a focus for work within and between subjects and across the curriculum as a whole.
7. 
Collective Worship is not part of the taught day and therefore cannot be considered as part of the recommended time for teaching Religious Education.
Section 5 (page 27) of the DCSF guidance highlights the following points for governors and headteachers:  
· All pupils make progress in achieving the learning objectives of the RE curriculum

· The subject is well led and effectively managed and that standards and achievement in RE and the quality of the provision are subject to regular and effective self-evaluation

· Those teaching RE are suitably qualified and trained in the subject and have regular and effective opportunities for CPD

· Teachers are aware of RE’s contribution in developing pupils’ understanding of religion and belief and its impact as part of the duty to promote community cohesion

· Where appropriate, pupils have opportunities to take courses leading to an accredited qualification in the subject

· Teachers explore how new pedagogies and technology can be fully utilised to support RE learning objectives and promote community cohesion

· Clear information is provided for parents on the RE curriculum and the right to withdraw

· Teachers are aware that they do not have to teach RE unless specifically appointed to do so

· RE is resourced, staffed and timetabled so that the school can fulfil its legal obligations on RE and pupils can make good progress

· Where there are insufficient teachers in a school who are prepared to teach RE, the head teacher ensures that pupils receive their entitlement to RE. In these circumstances, head teachers might wish to seek advice from their LA or SACRE.
For academies – see note at the end of this guidance
Part 2

The Legal Requirements for Collective Worship

(a) COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
(i)
All pupils/students have an entitlement to take part in an act of collective worship every school day which must be provided by the school.
(ii)
The majority of acts of collective worship over any given term should be ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’.  This means that collective worship should reflect the broad traditions of Christian belief’ without being distinctive of any one Christian denomination.  In voluntary controlled, foundation or voluntary aided schools with a religious foundation, worship should be in line with the school’s trust deeds/articles of government (see next section).  
(iii)
Where a schools thinks that the requirement for the ‘majority of acts of collective worship over any given term ‘being wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’ is inappropriate for some or all of its pupils, it may ask their SACRE to consider granting a ‘determination’.  
(iv)
Parents have the right to withdraw their child(ren) from the whole or part of collective worship and teachers have the right not to attend acts of collective worship.  Pupils should not be withdrawn from collective worship in order to take part in other school activities.  The head teacher and governors are responsible for ensuring compliance and for the health and safety of any withdrawn children on site.  Since September 2007 it is possible for Post 16 students to withdraw themselves from acts of collective worship without reference to their parents.
(v)
Collective worship can take place in separate school groupings and at any time during the school day.  The separate school groupings need to be usual school groupings, for example, a class or a key stage or a year group.

(vi)
Collective worship should take place on school premises.  If a community school (or foundation school without a religious foundation) wants to hold collective worship elsewhere on a special occasion it may do so, providing that it is additional to the usual daily act held on school premises.

(vii)
Collective worship should be appropriate to the family backgrounds, ages and aptitudes of the pupils who attend and take part in it.

(viii)
A distinction is made between an act of collective worship and an assembly.

(ix)
Collective worship is part of the inspection process in community schools in relation to compliance with pupils’ / students’ legal entitlement and the contribution it makes to school ethos and values and to pupils’ / students’ personal development (including their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development).

(x) Collective worship, as with all curriculum and extra-curricular opportunities, should contribute to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils.  Collective worship should be planned and delivered to objectives that contribute to a balanced and broadly based curriculum, although it is not ‘counted ‘ as curriculum time.

(b) VOLUNTARY AIDED, VOLUNTARY CONTROLLED OR FOUNDATION SCHOOL WITH A RELIGIOUS FOUNDATION
(i)
Worship in Church of England schools is primarily responsibility of the governing body, rather than the headteacher, although the headteacher will implement the governing body’s policy.

(ii)
The Foundation Governors have a particular responsibility to uphold the Church of England foundation of the school, which applies especially to worship in the school.

(iii)
Daily Collective Worship must be provided for all registered school pupils on a daily basis, (unless they have been withdrawn by parental request or by sixth formers themselves).  Therefore this applies from Reception.  It also means that it is illegal to withdraw any pupils from Collective Worship on any other grounds.

(iv)
Parents in Voluntary Aided  (VA), Foundation and Voluntary Controlled (VC) schools may request withdrawal from all or part of Collective Worship.  This right must be explained in the school’s prospectus.  An entry such as the following may be deemed appropriate:

‘Daily Collective Worship is provided for all registered pupils at this school.  This is seen as an important part of the school day, particularly as we are a Church school.  However, parents do have the right to withdraw their children from Collective Worship.  If you wish to exercise this right, please discuss it with the Head Teacher.

(v)
Teachers in VC and foundation schools have the right to withdraw from Collective Worship on grounds of conscience.  Most teachers in VA schools are employed on Church School contracts and therefore they do not have this right.

(vi)
It is expected that all teachers will attend daily Collective Worship with their pupils.  This is one way for the school to show that worship is central to its life and is important for everyone, not just children.  It also makes sense educationally for teachers to know what their pupils are experiencing in Collective Worship.  The governing body should make this expectation clear to teachers when they apply to the school and should not allow teachers time out of worship on a regular basis but only in exceptional circumstances.  (Teachers are allowed at least 10% out of curriculum time for planning, preparation and assessment.  This should not be taken out of Collective Worship.)
(vii)
Collective Worship in Church schools may take place in a church building (not just on school premises).
Academies

Arrangements for Academy Trusts are slightly different in so much as they are required as part of the academy’s funding agreement to make provision for the teaching or RE and for a daily act of collective worship.

The model funding agreement for academies (link below) includes references to RE and collective worship in paragraphs 38, 39, 40 and 41.

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/academies/publications/?version=1
February 2010 
-  1  -


