Community cohesion

The Education and Inspections Act 2006 introduced a duty on all maintained schools in England to promote community cohesion and on Ofsted to report on the contributions made in this area. The duty on schools comes into effect from September 1 2007 and the duty on Ofsted will commence in September 2008.

Many schools already work in ways that promote community cohesion and the Department for Children, Schools and Families wants to build on the best of that practice.

Guidance to support schools in implementing the duty was published on July 19 2007. The guidance defines what is meant by community cohesion and how this relates to the role of schools. It also outlines the work that many schools are already doing in this area.

Alongside the guidance there is a range of case studies to support schools to implement the duty.

Further support for schools
Responses to the consultation on draft guidance suggested a number of options for further support for schools, building on the guidance and case studies. 

The DCSF will explore these in more detail from September onwards and between now and spring 2008 the DCSF will continue to work with schools to develop and share good practice, including a series of regional conferences to run throughout the autumn term.

Community cohesion

All schools have a key part to play in promoting community cohesion through their approach to:

· teaching and learning: teaching pupils to understand others, promoting discussion and debate about common values and diversity 

· equity and excellence: removing barriers to access and participation, offering equal opportunities to all their pupils to succeed at the highest level possible

· engagement and ethos: providing opportunities for children, young people and their families to interact with others from different backgrounds
Ways of promoting community cohesion

You need to consider some elements of community cohesion when developing your proposals for the new school.  Bear in mind that your school's approach should reflect the nature of the school's population and the community it serves.  Contributions will differ from school to school.

Your approach will probably include a range of activities:

· within the school

· with other schools

· with parents and the local and wider community
Your school can promote community cohesion in many ways.  Some examples you might consider are:
Teaching and learning

· teaching and curriculum provision that supports high standards of attainment, promotes common values, and builds pupils' understanding of the diversity that surrounds them

· lessons across the curriculum that promote common values and help pupils to value differences and challenge prejudice and stereotyping

· a programme of curriculum based activities whereby pupils' understanding of community and diversity is enriched through fieldwork, visits and meetings with members of different communities

· support for pupils for whom English is an additional language to enable them to achieve at the highest possible level in English
Equity and excellence

· a focus on securing high standards of attainment for all pupils from all ethnic backgrounds and of different socio-economic status

· effective approaches in place to deal with incidents of prejudice, bullying and harassment

· admission arrangements that promote community cohesion and social equity
Engagement and ethos

School to school:

· partnership arrangements to share good practice and offer pupils the opportunity to meet and learn from other young people from different backgrounds. 

· Links built into existing schemes of work and grounded in the curriculum with pupils working together on a joint project or activity

· shared use of facilities to provide a means for pupils to interact


School to parents and the community:

· working with community representatives, for example through mentoring schemes or bringing community representatives into school to work with pupils

· strong links and multi-agency working between the school and other local agencies, such as the youth support service, the police and social care and health professionals

· engagement with parents through coffee mornings, curriculum evenings, parent and child courses

· provision of extended services and community use of facilities for activities that take place out of school hours, including adult and family learning, information and communications technology, and English classes for speakers of other languages

Case Study Example from Governornet pages

Case study 5 Building pupil and parent involvement in Ealing
School name: Castlebar School

Region: Ealing, West London

Type of organisation: Primary Special School — Complex Needs

Brief description of the project
Over the past few years Castlebar School has developed a series of parent programmes to foster stronger links with parents. The parents, who have a wide range of diverse needs, live across a large geographical area and come from at least 15 ethnic groups. Since most of the children are transported to school by bus, parents' involvement with school can be limited.

The school wanted to provide opportunities for parents and carers to meet and support each other. They have therefore set up parent/carer sessions in Makaton, Basic IT, Behaviour management, Healthy Eating and Literacy/Numeracy Workshops. The aim is twofold: to increase parents' knowledge in these areas and to give them a supportive forum to discuss issues and concerns in. Further workshops are planned in English as an additional language (EAL), cooking skills and more IT.

The school has also developed strong collaborative links with a neighbouring primary school. At lunchtime, everyday, four 'Hathaway Helpers' (yr 5 & 6) come over to play with the pupils. They lead games e.g. skipping or football and wear high visibility waistcoats along with four Castlebar pupils. Pupils from Castlebar school council have also gone over to Hathaway Primary School and taught a series of Makaton classes, enabling mainstream pupils to learn some basic signing.

Outcomes
The outcomes continue to benefit all parties involved. Castlebar School now has an established routine of parent meetings/workshops and strong links with their neighbouring primary school. Pupils move freely between the 2 schools when it is appropriate and parents/carers have sense that the school is open and welcoming to them.

The school has found that it is essential to invest in communicating with parents — sending reminders and on occasion arranging transport for the 'hard to reach parent'. Childcare is also an important issue and crèche facilities help.

[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12][image: image13][image: image14][image: image15][image: image16][image: image17][image: image18]
