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2.d	 How does a focus on spiritual development underpin the academic and 
personal development of children and young people?

2.d.1	 Ofsted, through the inspection process, confirms the importance of pupils’/students’ spiritual 
(moral, social and cultural) development, which is seen as being crucial for the individual 
pupil/student and also for society as a whole. Spiritual development is at the heart of what 
education is all about – helping pupils/students grow and develop as people. The motivation 
to learn is based on curiosity, the inclination to ask questions, to use the imagination, draw on 
and develop insights and follow intuition – all of which link closely with the spiritual capacities 
outlined previously. 

2.d.2	 In the inspection process a connection is rightly made between spiritual development and 
learning – ‘A spiritual sense can be seen as a prerequisite for learning since it is the human 
spirit that motivates us to reach beyond ourselves and existing knowledge to search for 
explanations of existence. ‘The human spirit engaged in a search for truth’ could be a 
definition of education, challenging children and young people to explore and develop their own 
spirituality and helping them in their own search for truth.’  (Education for Adult Life: The 
Spiritual and Moral Development of Young People 1996). A useful document that can be freely 
downloaded from the Ofsted Website is: Promoting and evaluation pupils’ spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development (Ofsted 2003) - http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/assets/3598.doc.

2.d.3	 A consideration of spiritual development, in the words of a well known advertising strap-line, 
‘reaches the parts that others can’t’, in the sense that it allows for the heart of the setting 
or school – its ethos – to be put ‘centre-stage’. A school’s ethos is all-encompassing and is 
the distinctive range of values and beliefs that define the motivation behind its work.  
Addressing the sort of people we want our pupils/students to be and to become using the 
spiritual capacities as a touchstone will impact on the school’s ethos as those capacities take 
centre stage in supporting the academic and personal development and well-being of those in 
our charge.

2.d.4	 Every child and young person has the right to be healthy, stay safe, enjoy and achieve, 
make a positive contribution and achieve economic well-being (Every Child Matters - www.
everychildmatters.gov.uk ). SACRE asserts that this is only possible if the school’s ethos 
is underpinned by a strong commitment to spiritual (moral, social and cultural) development 
since these dimensions are intrinsic to both personal development and academic success. See 
Appendix 5 for a draft statement9 on the ethos of the school drawing on Every Child Matters 
within the context of spiritual (moral, social and cultural development).

2.d.5	 Appendix 6 provides a draft statement10 and policy document about spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development. It is offered as a starting point and should be adapted to meet the 
specific context of the individual school. Appendix 11 offers some principles and practice 
when developing approaches to spiritual development.

2.d.6	 Since September 2007 schools have a duty to promote community cohesion11. From 
September 2008 Ofsted has been, as part of the inspection process, making judgements about 
schools’ effectiveness in doing this12. Broadly schools’ contribution to community cohesion can 
be grouped around:

teaching and the curriculum•	

equity and excellence•	  and 
engagement and extended services•	 . 

Schools need to take into consideration the religious, spiritual and cultural backgrounds 
of those who attend the school and of the local community. They also need to address the 
personal learning needs of all pupils/students including their spiritual (moral, social and 
cultural) development learning needs. A focus on the spiritual capacities outlined here (see 2c) 
can support schools in their duty to promote community cohesion as well as in promoting the 

9&10	 To download go to: www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/ask/curriculumsubjects/ask_cs_re_sacre.cfm
11	  Guidance on the duty to promote community cohesion, DCSF – free download – www.teachernet.gov.uk/publications.
12	  Inspecting maintained schools’ duty to promote community cohesion: guidance for inspectors – Ofsted September 
              2008 – free download from http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Media/Ofsted/Forms-and-guidance2/Education-schools/s5/
              Community-Cohesion-Guidance-on-inspecting.doc Th
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