ICT in English
Effective use of ICT in English lessons offers the potential to transform teaching and learning.  Purposeful and appropriate application of ICT in English can provide pupils with opportunities to use their ICT capability to assist and progress their learning in English.  

The Secondary National Strategy has addressed the need to improve the effective use of ICT in English through a number of initiatives.  

ICT across the curriculum (ICTAC) was introduced as one of a number of whole school initiatives in 2004, with a supporting training booklet and CD for all subjects, including English, providing a set of materials to promote the use of ICT in the classroom.  Materials are downloadable from the following link:
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/secondary/keystage3/all/respub/ictac
Materials for use in English lessons have also been developed in collaboration with NATE.  Lesson plans and resources are available at:
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/secondary/keystage3/all/respub/en_ict
During 2007, the Secondary National Strategy undertook a research project to develop and trial ways of incorporating ICT into Wave 1 English teaching and to identify the approaches that clearly demonstrate improved pupil progression.  The project findings have been written up as a collection of thirteen case studies. Each one describes a different approach to the use of ICT in English and is accompanied by relevant resources and weblinks:

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/secondary/keystage3/all/respub/en_iep_ict
The Practical Support Pack provides English teaching modules linked to the Secondary National Strategy framework for teaching English, the National Curriculum and QCA schemes of work.  Areas of focus include:  whole-class shared writing, demonstration and modelling; collaborative writing at a computer; transforming texts; researching effectively using the Internet and evaluating validity, accessibility and relevance of information sources.
The materials include lesson plans, classroom resources and practical advice written by experts in teaching English using ICT and there are also a number of video case studies available of English teachers using ICT in the classroom.  The Practical Support Pack is available to download at:

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/supportpack/subject.aspx?t=2&s=6
Using ICT to address 'hard to teach' concepts was a project set up by the Secondary National Strategy in 2006, to explore the use of ICT to support the teaching of identified “hard to teach” concepts in English and mathematics.  As a consequence of their research, the pilot group identified the following concepts in English:
· Planning for writing 

· Authorial view in reading 

· Sentence structure in writing
The case studies and teaching material generated by the project related to each concept are available to download at:

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/secondary/keystage3/subjects/ict/focus/hard_teach_ict/english/
The booklet Using ICT in English – Overview  can be downloaded at:

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/secondary/keystage3/downloads/ict_hardconcepts_en_overview.pdf
 

