	Functional Skills in English
Functional skills are a key element of the 14-19 reforms as set out in the 14-19 Education and skills White Paper (February 2005). 

They are defined as:
‘core elements of English, mathematics and ICT that provide an individual with essential knowledge, skills and understanding that will enable them to operate confidently, effectively and independently in life and work.’
14-19 Education and skills: implementation plan (DfES 2005)

Functional skills qualifications will be:

· available as free-standing qualifications; 

· a component of GCSEs in English, mathematics and ICT from September 2010; 

· an integral part of the new Diplomas and Apprenticeships; 

· embedded within the revised Programme of Study at Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4.

As part of a phased implementation, a pilot will run from September 2007 for three years in maths, English and ICT. This pilot will include those centres involved in the delivery of the first five phase of Diplomas, as well as a selection of other schools, colleges and other providers.

The Secondary National Strategy (SNS) and Quality Improvement Agency (QIA) are supporting the pilot programme of functional skills in all three subjects.
Further information is available from:

secondary@capita.co.uk
QCA
http://www.qca.org.uk/15891.html
14-19 reforms including timetable for delivery
www.dfes.gov.uk/14-19/
14-19 Education and skills white paper
www.dfes.gov.uk/publications/14-19educationandskills/
14-19 Implementation plan
www.dfes.gov.uk/publications/14-19implementationplan/
Curriculum review
http://www.qca.org.uk/secondarycurriculumreview/
A level reforms
www.qca.org.uk/12086_16611.html

Diplomas
http://www.qca.org.uk/17046.html
http://www.specialistschools.org.uk/vocationallearning/
diploma/specialiseddiplomas/default.aspa
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