Assessing Pupil Progress (DfES 03957-2006)
APP is a structured approach to assessing English at KS3 which will help to improve the quality and reliability of teacher assessment. It is based on the assessment focuses (AFs) that underpin National Curriculum assessment enabling teachers to:
· track pupils’ progress in reading and writing through the Key Stage

· use diagnostic information about pupils’ strengths and weaknesses to inform teaching
· support departmental moderation and standardisation

The resources consist of:

· The APP Handbook (explaining the aims and approach)

· Assessment Guidelines for reading and writing (used for formative assessment across levels 3-7)

· Optional Assessment Tasks for reading and writing (detailed teaching plans for two consecutive lessons - 24 tasks, 4 for reading and 4 for writing in each of Years 7, 8 and 9)
· The Standards Book (comprises 16 collections of pupils’ work exemplifying levels 3-6 for reading and writing, with commentary and annotation as an aid to moderation and standardisation)
The approach and resources are the result of a two year pilot (2003-2005) involving 100 schools in 20 local authorities and APP is now being used by many of our Kent schools. It has proved to be robust, manageable and effective in practice.
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/secondary/keystage3/assessingpupilprogress
Literacy and learning (LAL) DfES 0651-2004 G
This is part of a series of whole school initiatives introduced in 2004 to improve whole school improvement. Literacy and learning is designed to promote the Literacy across the curriculum materials (DfES 0235/2001) that have already been made available to schools, and to develop the theme further by making links to effective learning.   

www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/literacyandlearning    
The Literacy and learning approach uses the cross-curricular objectives from the Framework for teaching English and is based on the following assumptions:
· Literacy skills need to be taught systematically and consistently
· Pupils should be given regular opportunities to consolidate their literacy skills 

· All teachers must take responsibility for developing literacy and learning in their subject areas.

The Framework is structured in the following way:
· Learning through talk

· Learning through text

· Learning through writing

The resources consist of a Senior Managers’ Guide/ DVD and subject-specific booklets and CDs.

