REact: Kent Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education


Key Stage One: Hinduism (using AT strands or concepts B & D)
I can … …

Raksha Bandhan

Level 1

· Say what happened in a story about Indra and Sachi;

· Talk about how I feel about my brother / sister and say why they are important to me.

Level 2
· Retell the story of Indra and Sachi and say why the story is important to Hindus;

· Ask other people how they feel about their brother / sister and listen to their answers  

Level 3

· Make a link between the story of Indra and Sachi and the festival of Raksha Bandhan;

· Compare my feelings about my brother / sister with other people’s feelings about their brother / sister.

Key stage One/Two/Three: Christianity (using AT strands or concepts A & F)
I can … …

Jesus

Level 1

· Talk about a story about Jesus 
· Talk about who is important to me e.g. my mum.

Level 2

· Retell a story about Jesus and suggest why this story is important to Christians;

· Talk about why Jesus is so important in the stories and say what I think about him.
Level 3

· Describe what a Christian might learn from parables Jesus told about the beliefs and teachings of Christianity
· Talk about my own and other people’s ideas about who is important to me/us and compare to Jesus’ importance to Christians
· Talk about how Jesus’ teachings e.g. love, forgiveness might make me behave 

          differently
Level 4

· Use correctly  some religious words e.g. parable, miracle, Trinity, resurrection, incarnation
· Give an accurate and detailed description /account of what Christians teach about Jesus and what his key teachings are
· Explain some of the ways Jesus’ teachings and example have influenced a Christian’s life or the work of a charity 
· apply the teachings of Jesus about forgiveness to a situation in my life and comment, giving reasons, about whether it is helpful for resolving the situation.

Level 5

· Use a wide range of key Christian words and phrases to explain what Christians believe about Jesus and explain why He is so important;

· Explain some links between Jesus’ teaching and example and how Christians respond to ethical issues e.g. the environment
· Express my view clearly, with reasons, about whether Jesus makes any difference to people’s lives today.
Level 6

· Compare a range of beliefs/perspectives about Jesus found in the Gospels and suggest reasons for these differences.

· Clearly explain the impact of Jesus’ teachings and example on how Christians respond to ethical issues e.g. the environment
· Give clearly expressed and well-argued reasons for my views about whether Jesus existed
· Express, giving detailed reasons and evidence, some of the challenges faced by Christians putting their faith into practice and consider whether I face similar challenges in my life 
Level 7

· Research and clearly present my findings on how Jesus is regarded by other religions and non-religious world views 

· Show a coherent understanding of the different emphasis and interpretation Christians give to Jesus’ teachings and example when responding to ethical issues e.g. Jesus’ attitude towards women when studying sexism or whether is Jesus the main source of authority for all Christians when making an ethical decision?;
· Evaluate, using appropriate evidence and examples, the challenges faced by Christians putting their faith into practice ;
· Articulate a personal response, based on research and detailed reasoning, about what I can learn from a religious response to an ethical issue
Level 8
· Analyse and give reasons for the different views on Jesus held by other religions and non-religious world views

·  Critically evaluate the impact of Jesus’ teaching and example on different communities and groups in people in Britain today e.g. Christian denominations, young people, other faiths etc 
· Coherently justify my own views about whether a study of Jesus’ life and teachings has anything to offer people in the 21st Century, effectively analysing it, using a range of evidence and argument. 

Exceptional Performance

· Give a detailed analysis of whether the impact of Jesus’ teaching and example on British society has changed and developed over time, taking into account religious, social and demographic changes. 
·  Coherently justify my own views about whether a study of Jesus’ life and teachings has anything to offer people in the 21st Century, effectively analysing it, using a range of evidence and argument. 


Key Stage One/Two/Three: Christianity (using AT strands or concepts C & E)
I Can….



Churches & Christian Worship

Level 1
· Recognise and name a church and objects found in a church after looking at pictures or artefacts
· Recognise symbols found in Christianity when shown a picture or artefact
· Talk about the feelings I have when looking at important symbols e.g. a candle
Level 2

· Recognise that Christians and Hindus both have special religious buildings, worship services

· Say what some Christians symbols mean e.g. a candle, cross

· Describe some features of a church

· Talk about the meaning of important Christian symbols e.g. a candle, cross
· Describe different feelings I have when I listen to Christian music
Level 3

· Describe the features of a church using the correct words

· Describe why going to a church is important for Christians

· Describe an act of worship for Christians either in a church or at home

· Ask questions about things that puzzle me when visiting the local church and meeting the vicar
· Talk about my own and other people’s special places and compare to a Christian’s attitude towards church
Level 4

· Describe some similarities and differences between two different churches OR between a church and a synagogue
· Label the key features of a church and show understanding of how they are used and their meaning for people who worship there

· Suggest meanings for the different features of a church service

· Suggest reasons why attending church or going to a special place to reflect is important to people
Level 5

· Show how key Christian beliefs are reflected in different ways by objects found in a church e.g. beliefs about Jesus’ death and resurrection through a cross, crucifix, altar and communion table

· Give some reasons for the similarities and differences in the acts of worship found in e.g. an Orthodox and a Pentecostal church  

· Explain a range of symbols used to express the Holy Spirit and decide which is the best to display in a school chapel giving some reasons for my choice
· Compare Christian and Buddhist prayer/meditation and consider if it would be useful for non-religious people to practice
Level 6

· Explain how Christian beliefs are reflected in different ways by objects found in a church
· Compare the use and importance of religious buildings by Christians, Sikhs etc in Britain and give reasons for any similarities and differences

· Explain clearly and give well argued reasons for my views about how more people could be encouraged to attend a church service
· Define the word ‘sacred’ and explain how it applies to a range of religious and non-religious examples
Level 7

· Investigate and explain how culture has influenced the way Christians in other parts of the world express their beliefs e.g. styles of worship Bible translations, Church design
· Clearly explain, in detail, using a wide range of religious vocabulary how Christians express their religious and spiritual beliefs in a variety of ways

· Articulate my own responses to a given statement and can critically evaluate it from a Christian and at least two other (Muslim, Sikh, Buddhist) perspectives
· Analyse the stereotypes given about Christians and reflect on what would draw them to something that was not a popular activity or group to belong to
Level 8

· Explain clearly what is meant by the idea of ‘religious commitment’ and appreciate that it is an ‘umbrella term’ covering a range of views e.g. nominal, fundamentalism, liberal
· Analyse different sources and data to uncover the growth/decline of church attendance across several Christian denominations in Britain today, give reasons for my findings and make predications about the future of Christianity in Britain

· Critically evaluate a wide range of viewpoints about whether church buildings and worship is outdated and, therefore, new ways of religious expression are needed for the 21st century before coming to a conclusion based on evidence and reasoned argument
Exceptional Performance

· Provide a detailed analysis of the growth/decline of the major religions in Britain today, using a range of sources and data, before deciding which religion is best meeting the needs of its believing community

· Give an independent, well-informed, highly reasoned response to a thought provoking statement or article, considering a range of different perspectives before reaching a balanced conclusion
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Key Stage Two/Three: Islam (using AT strands or concepts B & F)
I can… …





The Qur’an

Level 2

· Talk about why the Qur’an is important to Muslims

· Say that Christians, Muslims and Jews all have holy books

· Talk about my favourite book or story
· Listen carefully and ask questions when other people talk about their favourite book or story
Level 3

· Describe some of the ways a Muslim shows the Qur’an is important and say why it is so important to Muslims

· Make some simple links between the teachings of the Qur’an and Muslim beliefs and practices e.g. prayer, doing Hajj, not lying

· Discuss my own and other people’s ideas about who/what we go to when we want advice or help with a problem and compare to what a Muslim would do
· Respond to a teaching from the Qur’an and say what difference it would make to my life if I put it into practice
Level 4

· Explain, using correct religious words, some of the ways the Qur’an can influence a Muslim’s life

· Compare, looking for similarities and differences, how Muslims and  Christians treat and use their holy book

· Explain why Muslims think the Qur’an should be read in Arabic and say whether I agree, giving some reasons for my answer
· Ask thoughtful questions about the Qur’an and how Muslims use and show it respect before suggesting what I would do to research the answers
Level 5

· Suggest reasons for the similarities and differences in how Muslims and Christians treat and use their holy book

· Research and explain what the Qur’an teaches on an ethical issue e.g. the environment

· Explain, and offer thoughtful comments on the challenges of living by the teachings of the Qur’an if you are a Muslim living in Britain today
· Give my opinion, with reasons, on whether the world would be a better place to live if everyone put the Qur’an’s teachings on an ethical issue e.g. the environment into practice
Level 6

· Research and explain how the Qur’an has been interpreted in different ways by Muslims seeking answers to ethical issues e.g. women’s dress, jihad

· Investigate other sources of authority used by Muslims when seeking answers to ethical or religious questions and explain why they have authority
· Clearly express, with reasons and evidence, my view about how relevant the Qur’an is for Muslims living in Britain in the 21st century
· Respond to a topical news story, explaining both a Muslim and one other religion’s perspective, before considering whether religion has given me any helpful insights.
Level 7
· Demonstrate a coherent understanding of the different attitudes towards other faiths shown through the Qur’an and other sources of authority used by different Muslims

· Evaluate Muslim attitudes on an ethical issue or an ultimate question e.g. living in a multi-faith society or life after death
· Articulate a personal response, based on research and detailed reasoning, about what I can learn from a Muslim response to an ethical issue or ultimate question
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Key Stage One/Two/Three - (using AT strands or concepts B & E)
I can… …





Rites of passage

NB. The examples used in each level need to be changed to fit the Rite of Passage being studied.

Level 1

· Remember some of the celebrations I have been taught

· Say something about what happens at a Christening

· Recognise and describe events that are special to me and to other people
· Talk about what I find interesting or puzzling about how a Christian family celebrates the birth of a baby
Level 2

· Use some religious words correctly when describing some features of a Christening

· Recognise that both Christians and Jews have birth ceremonies

· Ask questions about how people might feel when they celebrate the birth of a baby and talk about when/if I have also had those feelings
Level 3

· Recognise some similarities and differences between a Christian and Jewish wedding ceremony

· Describe why having a wedding ceremony is important to a religious person

· Talk about how religious people reflect and think deeply during special times/events and decide whether this might be the same for me
Level 4

· Give an accurate and detailed account, using correct religious words, when describing what happens at a Brit Milah and show understanding of why it is important to a Jewish family
· Compare, looking for similarities and differences, a birth ceremony in two different churches e.g. Church of England and Baptist 
· Explain why religious people think it is important to give a baby a religious birth ceremony and what difference this would make to a baby’s life and talk about whether I would agree
Level 5

· Use a range of religious words and phrases to describe and show understanding of how Christian beliefs are reflected in a funeral service

· Suggest some reasons, after studying the beliefs of Christianity, Sikhism and Buddhism, to explain the similarities and differences found between the death rituals of these three religions

·  Consider and express my views clearly, with some reasons, on the challenges of putting into practice the beliefs, teachings and values found in a religious rite of passage
· Explain a range of religious and non-religious symbols, used by holy books, poetry, art etc to explain beliefs about death and the afterlife and decide which is most helpful for me in making sense of this issue
Level 6

· Describe in detail at least two different views held within one religion on an ethical issue or ultimate question e.g. is divorce allowed? Different understandings of life after death and how it is achieved

· Appreciate, using examples, that religious teachings, beliefs and values on marriage are applied by religious believers, within the same religion, in different ways  

· Explain, giving reasons and examples, some of the benefits and challenges that the teachings, beliefs and values found in a marriage service have for religious believers living in Britain today
· Compare my views on marriage and relationships OR death and the afterlife to those of two religions and reflect on what/if I can learn from the religious views
Level 7

· Investigate and explain how culture and history has influenced the practice of rites of passage e.g. Sikh weddings in Britain and the Punjab OR an Orthodox and Church of England wedding service
· Show a coherent understanding of the impact of beliefs, teachings and values on marriage on a Christian’s life, analysing how their beliefs affect the things they do
· Give a personal response to the statement ‘there is life after death’, critically evaluating my viewpoint
· Research and analyse a range of views, both religious and non-religious, about whether marriage is out-dated in the 21st Century before articulating my personal opinion, using detailed reasoning and evidence
Level 8

· Interpret and analyse different religious responses to the issue of homosexuality and gay marriage, considering the impact of history, culture and modern society, on religious beliefs and teachings

· Critically evaluate why most people in Britain still involve religion  at key moments in their life i.e. birth, marriage and death and make suggestions how, supported with reasoning and evidence, religions can encourage people to see the relevance of religion to daily life 

[image: image3]
Key Stage Three (using AT strands or concepts A,B & F)
I can…..

A Moral Issue e.g. social injustice & equality

Level 3

· Describe what a believer could learn from a religious story or from the life of a religious founder about the treatment of others

· Suggest how a religious person would respond to this story / teaching and act differently
· Talk about how this story / teaching might make me behave differently
Level 4

· Explain three teachings or beliefs from a religion and describe what difference this would make if a religious person put them into practice

· Show an understanding of key words e.g. respect, equality, tolerance, intolerance, disrespect

· Find similarities between the teachings of two religions and what they teach about the treatment of others

· Ask questions, and suggest reasons, for the moral decisions I and other people make
· Understand that the ending of a role play/hot seating exercise will change depending on the different choices that the characters/I make
Level 5

· Research what a religion teaches on a moral issue e.g. racism and explain how it could make a difference to individuals and to communities if it was put into practice

· Suggest reasons for the similarities between three religions on a moral issue e.g. equality or racism

· Express my views clearly about a given statement, giving reasons for my views
· Research the life of a leading figure who campaigned against inequality and say what impresses me about their life and work
Level 6
· Investigate the ways in which at least two different traditions / denominations within one religion put teachings about equality into practice in daily life e.g. Salvation Army and homelessness, the work of CAFOD

· Describe in detail the range of views held within one religion on sexism e.g. Islam and the role and dress of women

· Express and consider, using examples, the challenges of belonging to a minority religious, ethnic or cultural group in Britain 
· Respond to a topical news story on prejudice, explaining two different religious perspectives before considering whether religion has given me any helpful insights
Level 7

· Explain, with evidence, the range of views held within one religion on an ethical issue and suggest how these differences have come about

· Investigate and clearly present my findings on how history and culture have influenced the development and practice of a religion e.g. the status and role of women in India on Hinduism and Sikhism

· Consider how a different emphasis and interpretation of religious teachings, beliefs and practices can be used to justify extremist views e.g. the Klu Klux Klan and its ‘Christian’ roots

· Evaluate, using examples from history and the media, whether religion encourages or discourages prejudice
· Consider a wide range of religious and non-religious responses on ways of reducing racism before critically deciding on the most/least effective
· Articulate my own response, with reasoning and examples, on whether religion is unrealistic to believe everyone can be treated equally and can critically evaluate it from a humanist and one other religious perspective
Level 8

· Investigate and analyse whether a religion is consistent in its teachings of equality over a range of issues e.g. sexism, racism, poverty
· Critically evaluate, supported with reasons and evidence, whether the portrayal of religion in TV/film encourages a negative or positive stereotyping of religion and consider the consequences of this for religious believers and wider society
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These ‘I can … … ‘ statements provide a starting point for thinking about what we want our pupils to know, understand and be able to do as a result of their RE experiences and opportunities.				Think about: 


How would you adapt these to cover the content focus for the moral issue(s) and the religion(s) that you are going to be teaching in the year group/across the key stage?


What learning activities/experiences do the pupils need in order to say ‘I can … … at the appropriate level? How will you know (assessment of and for learning)?
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