REact: Kent Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education

How to improve a task to make it work even better..secondary
example

This example is looking at Islam: ‘'The mosque and what Islamic beliefs it
shows' is a good attempt to promote assessment in a non-extended writing
style so common in secondary schools. It was written for Yr7 pupils ina
grammar school.

It is clearly aimed at ATI encouraging independent research skills when
asking pupils to discover why a feature is/isn't present in a mosque and
re-enforcing work that might have been covered in KS2 RE. This part of
the task is aimed at L4 'give an accurate & detailed account of
important features' or 'describe & show understanding of sources,
practices, beliefs' etc - where the average ability pupil should be at the
end of KS2. For Yr 7 pupils in a grammar school this is the lowest level
that work is pitched at.

The task is good because poor research skills or skimpy answers at this
stage do not stop a pupil achieving a higher level on the more challenging
part of the task - matching Muslim beliefs to the features in a mosque.
Giving pupils the information to work from by putting the beliefs to
choose from on the page allows higher order skills to be accessed.

This bit of the task is aimed at L5 - ‘give a clear account of a wide
range of different features and explain the impact of beliefs on
individuals and communities’ i.e. how a mosque shows Muslim beliefs.

However, as the work currently is, how would the teacher know if the
pupil has guessed the answers or copied of f their friend? Pupil A

(click here to view 'mosque’) has some odd choices that the teacher can't
see the connection on hence the 'working towards L5’ or 5c. Pupil B

(click here to view ‘'mosque 2') has easy to follow connections and can see
that a feature in a mosque can reflect more than one belief - hence
‘working above L5’ or L5a.

One option is for the teacher to circulate and talk to pupils about their
choices as they complete the work, keeping a ¢ sheet recording how
easily they make and explain their connections OR put an extension
question in which requires a written answer e.g. what do you think the
most common belief reflected in a mosque is? Explain where it can be
seen in a mosque and why do you think it is the most common?
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