Finding Rules and Describing Patterns

Decorating biscuits

Nicole is baking 100 biscuits for the school fete.
She becomes bored with decorating the biscuits so she decides to
vary the decoration.

o
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e She puts a nut on every third biscuit
e She spreads white icing on every fourth biscuit

e She places a cherry on every fifth biscuit

When she has finished all 100 biscuits
e How many will have icing and a nut and a cherry?
e How many will have two of the toppings?
e How many will have no topping at all?

What patterns can you find in the way the toppings are placed on the
100 biscuits ?

Learning and Teaching Objectives
e Decide on the information needed and continue the pattern
e Predict the next few terms in a sequence
e Describe arule of a pattern or relationship in words or
pictures




Decorating Biscuits Solution
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Only one biscuit will have all three toppings

16 biscuits have two toppings

40 biscuits have no topping

Children could create own rules for decorating biscuits




