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Tug-of-War Teams 
 
Eight children wanted to make two teams for a tug-of-war 

competition. 
They split into two teams of four children,  

each team ended up with the same total age of 18, 
who was on which team? 

 
 

 
 

 Find three different ways to do it 

Learning and Teaching Objectives 
• Identify the given facts and prioritise them  
• Look for any relationships and patterns in the information 

given 
• Choose and use a recording system to organise the given 

information 
• Check the answer meets all the criteria 



Tug of War Teams Solution 
 
 

 
 
 
Possible teams: 
 
1 , 8 , 2 , 7             v                  3 , 6 , 4 , 5 
 
1 , 8 , 3 , 6             v                  2 , 7 , 4 , 5 
 
1 , 8 , 4 , 5             v                  2 , 7 , 3 , 6 


