Primary National Strategy: 1

Curricular targets:
Mathematics Year 6

These materials have been designed to support teaching mathematics in Year 6. This
leaflet identifies some possible high-value curricular targets for mathematics, and
associated children’s targets, which are linked to key Primary National Strategy (PNS)
teaching resources and QCA National Curriculum Tests: Implications for Teaching and
Learning leaflets. Accompanying this material is a leaflet for parents and carers, about
activities they can do with their children at home that are designed to complement
teachers’ own work with the children. The leaflet outlines some of the children’s targets
and suggests a variety of activities that can be done at home to support children in
achieving these targets.

Curricular target setting

Curricular targets are drawn from learning objectives in the Primary Framework. They
are based on age-related expectations; they steer improvements, guide teaching and
set the focus for assessments linked to what has been taught. Basing the targets on
children’s personal achievements helps them to recognise how well they are doing and
make their own assessments of what they need to do next in order to progress.

The process of curricular target setting is already well established and effective in many
primary schools and settings. Curricular targets are informed by the analysis of
children’s work, discussions with children, teacher assessment information and test
performance. These curricular targets are translated into school and class targets. Most
schools that are successfully using curricular targets have embedded their use within
literacy and mathematics.

The focus is deliberately on a small number of curricular targets that can be applied
both within literacy and mathematics lessons and across other areas of the curriculum.
Curricular target setting has been a particularly effective part of the Intensifying
Support Programme (ISP), where focusing on four targets a term (two targets for literacy
and two for mathematics) has helped teachers to focus their teaching and to help their
class achieve age-related expectations.

© Crown copyright 2007 00841-2007DWO-EN-03



2 Primary National Strategy:

Using these materials

These materials support the curricular target setting process already established in
many primary schools. Curricular targets have been identified for literacy and
mathematics, and it is expected that teachers would probably focus on about four
targets each term. These materials also offer a structure to support teachers to set their
own curricular targets.

The process of using these curricular targets would be as follows.
+ ldentify two mathematics curricular targets to focus on during a term.

« Theaimis that as many children as possible in the class are working at age-related
expectations (or above). The targets will need to be personalised for children with
diverse needs, so, as appropriate, to differentiate the year-group target into targets
for different groups and/or individuals (based on the teacher’s specific knowledge of
the class and individuals).

The examples of possible children’s targets have been exemplified into age-related
targets and above age-related (extension) targets. Teachers should refer to the relevant
strands in the Primary Framework for mathematics to track back to earlier year groups
for children working below or well below age-related expectations. However, reaching
at least age-related targets for all children should be the starting point and it is
important to avoid the assumption that there are three fixed ability groups in a class.
These targets have been turned into language accessible to children in the ‘l can’
statements.
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