Discussions with Pupils












Appendix - C
The following are suggested questions for group discussions and are related to the audit focus.  They will need adapting to allow for schools in different contexts, age of pupils etc.
Opening ice-breaker

What are the three best things and the three worst things about this school?  

	Audit Focus
	Suggested questions
	Response

	The quality of pupils’  learning and their progress SEF 2.2 (different groups) SEF 2.3 (SEN and /or Disabilities) 

Audit Focus 2 and 3


	Are you making good progress?
Are there any subjects where you feel you need extra help?
	

	Pupils’ achievement and the extent to which they enjoy their learning SEF 2. 4

Audit Focus 4 

	Do you enjoy being at school?

Which lessons do you particularly enjoy? 
Are your lessons interesting and fun?
Do other children behave well in lessons and around the school?

	

	The extent to which pupils feel safe SEF 2.5

Audit Focus 5
	Do you feel safe at school?

Is there someone that you could talk to if you were worried about anything?
Do you know of any pupils who have been bullied?  How were they helped? What does the school do to discourage bullying?

Can you remember your first visit to this school?  What was it like?  How did you feel about coming to this new school?  What things helped you to settle in?

Do you feel that you are listened to?

	

	The extent to which pupils adopt healthy lifestyles SEF 2.7

Audit Focus 9 and 10


	Is this a healthy school – are you encouraged to eat healthily and take exercise?
	

	The extent to which pupils contribute to the school and wider community SEF 2. 8

Audit Focus 11, 12 and 13


	What does your School Council do?  Does it make any difference?  Can you think of any examples of things changing as a result of your views?

Do you have a chance to take on responsibility? 


	

	The quality of teaching  SEF 3.1  

Audit Focus 20 and 21 


	Tell me about some lessons that you have found particularly interesting? What makes them interesting? 
What motivates you and engages you to learn more effectively?
Do you have to work hard?
Can you tell me about the types of help and support that are available in this school?

What type of provision (help, support) have you had?  Have you been happy with this?  How could it be better?


	

	The use of assessment to support learning SEF 3. 2  

Audit Focus 22 


	How do you know when you have done well?

What do teachers do to show you how to improve your work?

Do you know your targets?  Are you involved in the review and setting of your targets?  

What do you do if you don’t understand during a lesson?


	

	The extent to which the curriculum meets pupils’ needs including, where relevant, through partnerships SEF 3.3   
Audit Focus 23

	Do you find lessons varied and interesting?  Do you get much chance to use ICT?

Are there any lessons/subjects that you don’t do or activities that you miss?

Do you go to any clubs (before school/lunchtime/or after school)?

Would you like to join any? Are there reasons why you haven’t joined?

What was the last school trip you went on?


	


Concluding question:      

Every pupil has to have a school report each year describing things that they have done well and areas for improvement.  Imagine that you have to give your Headteacher a report on this school about support for learning and the help given to pupils.  What would you say?  Include the good things and the areas for improvement.
